REPORT OF THE STATED CLERK
February 22, 2024
Items for Information
1.  Deadline for Docket Time and Waiver Requests for May Presbytery Meeting
The Ecclesiastical Committee has announced that all requests for docket time at the May 23, 2024 presbytery meeting must be made to the Ecclesiastical Committee via the Stated Clerk’s office no later than noon on Wednesday, April 24, 2024.  If action by the Presbytery will be requested, the full text of the motion and any accompanying documents (reports, rationale, etc.) must be submitted by this time as well.  Requests for waivers of the six-year limitation on terms for elders and deacons are due on this date also.
The remaining deadlines for docket time and waiver requests for 2024 are as follows: 
Presbytery Meeting Deadline 
October 3, 2024		September 4, 2024 
December 12, 2024 	November 6, 2024 
2.  2023 Minutes Readings
In addition to the continuing online minutes exchange program, the Ecclesiastical Committee will hold minutes review by appointment at the Presbytery Center on the following dates:
March 2, 2024
April 6, 2024
May 4, 2024
September 7, 2024
Please contact Jenny Tarrant at jtarrant@pghpresbytery.org for further information or to register for minutes reading.  Forms for examinations of session minutes and rolls and registers, which must be completed before attending minutes reading, are available on the presbytery’s website:
https://www.pghpresbytery.org/about_us/stated_clerk/forms-resources/ 
An additional Minutes Reading opportunity will be scheduled for October 2024 once the complete University of Pittsburgh home football schedule has been announced.
3.  New Book of Order Required Policies and Boundary Training Requirement for Sessions
The amendments to the Book of Order which became effective in July 2023 added two new required policies under G-3.0106. Under this provision, all councils (including sessions) are required to adopt and implement harassment and antiracism policies in addition to the sexual misconduct and child and youth protection policies already required.
The amendment further provided that:
Each council’s policy shall include requirements for boundary training, which includes the topic of sexual misconduct, and child sexual abuse prevention training for its members every thirty-six months.
Pittsburgh Presbytery is drafting its own policies and assembling information and resources on training opportunities both in person and virtually.  The Ecclesiastical Committee will begin tracking compliance with these requirements in its review of the 2024 annual minutes and will make failure to have such policies a delinquency for the 2025 minutes.  
4.  Roll of Minister Members of Pittsburgh Presbytery
The roll of minister members of Pittsburgh Presbytery as of December 31, 2023 is appended to this report.  Please note that any changes effective after January 1, 2024 are not reflected and that minister members who have multiple occupational designations are listed only under one category.  This is especially true for retired members currently serving in a temporary capacity.
5.  Invitations for Hosting the Presbytery during December 2025 
The Ecclesiastical Committee would welcome your invitation for the Pittsburgh Presbytery to meet at your church/facility for its December 2025 stated meeting.  Please notify the Ecclesiastical Committee of your congregation’s interest via the Stated Clerk’s office.  If your congregation is unable to host this meeting but is interested in partnering with a host congregation to provide volunteers and other support, please let the Ecclesiastical Committee know via the Stated Clerk’s office as well. 
6.  Change in Pennsylvania Law for Corporate Reporting
The Pennsylvania legislature recently enacted an annual reporting requirement for Pennsylvania corporations which will replace the former decennial report requirement previously completed in years ending in “1”.  The annual report requirement begins in calendar year 2025 and will be free for nonprofit corporations.  The deadline for filing the annual report for all corporations will be June 30 of each year. 
Please note that this is not an annual financial or charitable activity report.  Instead, the report will consist of:
The organization's name
The jurisdiction of the organization's formation
The name of at least one director, member, or partner
Names and titles of the organization's principal officers
The address of the organization's principal office
The entity number issued by the Pennsylvania Department of State
Online filing will be available at https://file.dos.pa.gov/.  Further information will be available in 2025, but congregations are urged to establish an account on the website and make sure that their corporate information, especially the mailing address, is accurate.
7.  Appointment of Associate and Assistant Stated Clerks 
The Stated Clerk has appointed Rev. Dr. Trent Hancock as Associate Stated Clerk and Rev. Emily Cooper, Rev. Jason Freyer, and Mrs. Dorothy Winter as Assistant Stated Clerks. 
8.  Permanent Judicial Commission Expired Terms Roster 
In accordance with D-3.0602b, the Stated Clerk is required to maintain a current roster of the members of the Permanent Judicial Commission whose terms have expired within the last six years and to report those names annually to the presbytery.  The following are members of the Permanent Judicial Commission of the presbytery whose terms have expired within the last six years and who, therefore, would be available to fill a quorum in the event that current members of the Permanent Judicial Commission are unable to attend hearings in a particular case: 
Name Term Expired 
Elder Jeanne Bingman 2023
Elder Eugene Harris 2023
Elder Laura Vassamillet 2023
Rev. Dr. Janet Edwards 2022 
Rev. Lee Nichols 2022  
Elder Jack Simmons 2022 
Rev. Vance Torbert, III 2021
Rev. Ann Morris 2018 
9.  Ruling Elder Parity – 2024 
Presbytery Plan for Addressing Teaching and Ruling Elder Parity.  Under provisions of article G-3.0301 of the Book of Order, the Presbytery annually redresses an imbalance of ministers and elders in accordance with a plan set out in the Presbytery Manual.  The imbalance is addressed by (1) subtracting ministers who do not live within a reasonable meeting-commuting range or whose advanced age or frail health prevents their attendance, (2) calculating the number of ruling elder commissioners which participating congregations by size are permitted to send to presbytery meetings (as set forth in the Manual of the Presbytery),  (3) enrolling ruling elders actively serving on commissions and committees of the presbytery, (4) enrolling presbytery ruling elder officers, staff, commissioned ruling elders, and past moderators, and (5) inviting congregations on the basis of an annual rotation to send an additional ruling elder to presbytery meetings. The structure of this presbytery teaching and ruling elder parity plan has been in place for a number of years.  
The membership of Pittsburgh Presbytery as reported to the Stated Clerk as of December 31, 2022 was:
           
 Minister Members:							287
            Less those unlikely to be able to attend				  60
										227
            Ruling Elders
            Ruling Elders by Congregation Membership Size     		133
            Plus Ruling Elder Officers, etc.            				  69
            Plus Additional Ruling Elders by Rotation      			  25
		 								227
Items for Action
1.  Consent Motions
The Stated Clerk recommends item #4 and 5 be approved by consent.
2.  Requests for Concurrences to Overtures to the 226th General Assembly Relating to Shared Ministry
Presbyter Rev. Dr. Doug Portz timely submitted to the Office of the Stated Clerk the following set of overtures to amend the Book of Order pertaining to shared ministry.  The full text of each overture, including the rational, is appended to this report. The Presbytery of Lake Erie passed the overtures on February 13, 2024.  Accordingly, Pittsburgh Presbytery is asked to concur with the overtures.
[bookmark: _Hlk158642196]A.  On Amending G-2.0504 to Include Shared Ministry in the Definition of Pastoral Relationships
The Presbytery of Lake Erie overtures the 226th General Assembly (2024) to approve and send the following amendment to the presbyteries for their affirmative or negative votes:
Shall G-2.0504 be amended as follows?
(Text to be added is in bold and italics.)
G-2.0504 Pastoral Relationships  
When ministers of the Word and Sacrament are called as pastor, co-pastor, or associate pastor of a congregation, or multiple congregations in a shared ministry, they are to be responsible for a quality of life and relationships that commends the gospel to all persons and that communicates its joy and justice. They are responsible  for studying, teaching, and preaching the Word, for celebrating Baptism and the Lord’s Supper, and for praying with and for the congregation. With the ruling elders, they are to encourage people in the worship and service of God; to equip and enable them for their tasks within the church and their mission in the world; to exercise pastoral care, devoting special attention to the poor, the sick, the troubled, and the dying; to participate in governing responsibilities, including leadership of the congregation in implementing the principles of participation and inclusiveness in the decision-making life of the congregation, and its task of reaching out in concern and service to the life of the human community as a whole. With the deacons they are to share in the ministries of compassion, witness, and service. In addition to these pastoral duties, they are responsible for sharing in the ministry of the church in councils higher than the session and in ecumenical relationships. 
 a. Installed Pastoral Relationships  
The installed pastoral relationships are pastor, co-pastor, and associate pastor. A minister of the Word and Sacrament may be installed in a pastoral relationship for an indefinite period or for a designated term determined by the presbytery in consultation with the congregation or congregations in the case of shared ministry, and specified in the call. When a congregation determines that its strategy for mission under the Word so requires, the congregation may call additional pastors. Such additional pastors shall be called co-pastors or associate pastors, and the duties of each pastor and the relationship between the pastors of the congregation shall be determined by the session with the approval of the presbytery. When a congregation has two pastors serving as co-pastors, and the relationship of one of them is dissolved, the other remains as pastor. The relationship of an associate pastor to a congregation is not dependent upon that of a pastor. An associate pastor is ordinarily not eligible to be the next installed pastor of that congregation. When the pastoral relationship with a congregation in shared ministry is dissolved, the minister of Word and Sacrament remains the pastor of the other congregation (s).  
B.  On Amending G-2.0804 to Include Shared Ministry in Terms of Call
The Presbytery of Lake Erie overtures the 226th General Assembly (2024) to approve and send the following amendment to the presbyteries for their affirmative or negative votes:
Shall G-2.0804 be amended as follows?
(Text to be added is in bold and italics.)
G-2.0804 Terms of Call  
The terms of call shall always meet or exceed any minimum requirement of the presbytery in effect when the call is made, or in the case of shared ministry the aggregate of multiple terms of call. The session shall review annually the minister’s terms of call and shall propose for congregational action (G-1.0501) such changes as the session deems appropriate, provided that they meet the presbytery’s minimum requirements. The call shall include participation in the benefits plan of the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.), including both pension and medical coverage, or any successor plan approved by the General Assembly. In the case of shared ministry, participation in the benefits plan shall be as reflected in the shared ministry covenant.  
C.  On Amending G-2.0805 to Include Installations in Multiple Congregations in Shared Ministry
The Presbytery of Lake Erie overtures the 226th General Assembly (2024) to approve and send the following amendment to the presbyteries for their affirmative or negative votes:
Shall G-2.0805 be amended as follows?
(Text to be added is in bold and italics.)
G-2.0805 Installation Service  
When the congregation (s), the presbytery, and the minister of the Word and Sacrament (or candidate) have all concurred in a call to a permanent or designated pastoral position, the presbytery shall complete the call process by organizing and conducting a service of installation. Installation is an act of the presbytery establishing the pastoral relationship. A service of installation occurs in the context of worship. The order for that service of worship in the Directory for Worship (W-4.04) shall be followed.  
3.  Overture to the 226th General Assembly Regarding Engagement with and Possible Divestment Recommendation General Electric and Palantir Technologies, Inc.
The sessions of Valley View Presbyterian Church and Sixth Presbyterian Church separately endorsed and timely submitted to the Office of the Stated Clerk The full text of the overture, including the rational, is appended to this report.
The Presbytery of Pittsburgh overtures the 226th General Assembly (2024) to:
Direct the Committee on Mission Responsibility Through Investment (MRTI) to begin focused engagement with General Electric (GE) and Palantir Technologies, Inc. in the 2025 and 2026 proxy seasons and to report back to the 227th General Assembly (2026) with possible divestment recommendations for the companies that are not moving toward compliance with established General Assembly policies. 
*4.  Ruling Elder Parity 
The Stated Clerk recommends that the following elder officers, former moderators, committee/commission members, and staff of Pittsburgh Presbytery be commissioned as elder presbyters for the calendar year 2024 to redress an imbalance of minister and elder presbyters (See, Book of Order, G-3.0301):  

EQUALIZED RULING ELDERS 2024 
Elected Officers of Presbytery:			
Vice Moderator, West 	Mary Jo Buffo		Ben Avon
Treasurer 	Christopher Martin 		East Liberty
Stated Clerk	Carla Campbell		Southminster
Former Moderators: 	Frank Hancock		Oakmont PC
	Mark Krauland		East Liberty
	Kears Pollock		Parkwood UP
	Mark Roth			East Liberty
	Louise Schoppe		Ken Mawr	
	Lenore Williams		East Liberty
Presbytery Executive Committee: 	Dan Beckstrom		Bethel, Bethel Park
	Robert Brown		Southminster
	Nancy Bunce			Sewickley
						Rob Carr			Jefferson
	Alex Matthews		Grace
	Paul Nigra			Hawthorne
	Dana Nicodemus		Hiland
	Allan Perry			Riverview
	Peter Pross			Mosaic 
	John Van Cleve		Westminster
Presbytery Staff:				Cathy Nelson		Ingram UP
	Jenny Tarrant		Bellevue
Synod Commissioner:			Elsie Knappenberger	On Presbytery Roll
Commission on Ministry:			Karl Casey			Hot Metal
Paul Conley			Westminster
Katrina Dunderdale		Hebron
						Jennifer Floyd		Southminster
						Mark Jones			McKeesport
						Renee Haynes-Johnson 	Eastminster
						Tyler McGuigan		First, Edgewood
						Anita Perry			Riverview
						Bucky Savatt			Ken Mawr
						Judy Shipley			First, Pittsburgh
						Holly Wray			Waverly
						Ken Yoest			Northmont
Commission on Preparation for Ministry:
	Tim Bailey			Carnegie
	Blanch Bennett		Valley View
	Jan Bucey			Hot Metal
	Molly Childs			Fox Chapel
	Margaret Dixon		Beulah
	Lin Ewing			Oakmont
	Bob Lindeman		Elfinwild
Amanda Wade		Clinton
Jim Weikel			Ken Mawr
Andrew Wilson		Forest Hills
Nominating Committee:			Judith Jerry			Bidwell
						Sally Huber Lewis		Oakmont
	Barb Prevost		Crafton Heights
	Ann Strong		Sewickley
				
Permanent Judicial Commission:	Susan Dobbins		Sewickley 
Karen Timko			John McMillan
						Elizabeth Teti		Southminster
				
Response Team:				Cathy Fullmer		Hot Metal
						Michelle Snyder		Bower Hill
Ecclesiastical Committee:		Chris Blackwood		Southminster
						Nancy Gulliford		First, Tarentum
						Laura Markowitz		Concord

Administrative Commission for Transformation:
						Bob Nadin			Ben Avon
New Worshipping Communities Commission:
						Scott Hagley			Open Door
Stephanie Simmons		Grace
Gene Walker			Mosaic
Vera White			Hiland
Administrative Commissions:[footnoteRef:2]  [2:   The ruling elder members of the other currently active administrative commission, the Grand View Administrative Commission, all are equalized elders by virtue of other presbytery service.  ] 

Community House:				Tom Johnson		Sewickley
Ted Mills			Northmont
						Peggy Outen			Community House
Certified Christian Educator:		Carolyn Leah			Beulah
Commissioned Ruling Elders: 
Ross Community 	Dale Craig 			Ross Community
Bethel United				Suzanne Good		Southminster
Vietnamese					Don Barnes			Open Door
Valley						Nancy Stanny		Valley
*5.  Ecclesiastical Administrative Commissions to Install
The Stated Clerk recommends that the Minutes of the following Ecclesiastical Administrative Commission be approved, and the commission be dismissed with thanks:
Administrative Commission to Install Rev. Jin Ko
Ko	The Administrative Commission elected by the Executive Committee of Pittsburgh Presbytery acting on presbytery’s behalf because time was of the essence on January 11, 2024 to install Rev. Jin Ko, comprising of Senior Vice Moderator, Rev. Lindsay White, Rev. Susan Rothenberg, Rev. Colleen Molinaro, Rev. Ralph Lowe, Elder Mike DeCecco (Crafton), Elder Bucky Savatt (Ken Mawr), and Elder Janet Wood (Ingram) met by appointment on Sunday, January 14, 2024, at 3:30 p.m. at St. Matthews Lutheran Church.
There being a quorum present, the Commission was convened with prayer by Rev. White. All things being prepared in advance, decently and in order, the Commission approved the Service of installation and voted to proceed to the installation of Rev. Jin Ko according to the direction of Presbytery and the Constitution of the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.). The Commission moved to the Sanctuary at 4:00 p.m. and installed Rev. Ko.
Rev. Lindsay White asked the constitutional questions which the candidate answered in the affirmative. The sermon was delivered by Rev. Mike McCamey. Rev. White offered the prayer of installation.
The minutes of the Commission were read and approved. Upon motion duly made, the Commission moved to adjourn at the conclusion of the Service of Installation with the pronouncement of the Benediction by Rev. Ko.


Roll of Minister Members of Pittsburgh Presbytery
As of 12/31/2023
Installed Pastors:

Steven Aguzzi
John Barker
Philip Beck
Rebecca Branch-Trevathan
Donald Brown
David Carver
Lance Chapman
Karen Claassen
Harry Cooper
Emily Cooper
John Creasy
H William Dambach
Jason Dauer
Derek Davenport
Eric Dennis
Tyler Domske
Kyle Erickson
James Evans
Joleen Forrest
Jason Freyer
Matthew Fricker
Elisabeth Hartwell
Scott Hill
Stephen Hodges
Brian Janssen
Henry Knapp
Vincent Kolb
Dirk Lesnett
Theodore Martin
Jessica McClure Archer
Karl McDonald
Colleen Molinaro
Jon Nelson
L Roger Owens
Jeffrey Potter
James Ramsey
Benjamin Robbins
Austin Crenshaw Shelley
Dong Ju Shin
Catherine Smith
Brian Snyder
Laura Strauss
Aaron Teter
Ginger Thomas
M Jefferson Tindall
Nancy Titus
Gavin Walton
Deborah Warren
B DeNiece Welch
Steven Werth
Caitlin Werth
Lindsay White
Mark Whitsel


Installed/Designated Associate Pastors:
Rebecca DePoe
Patrice Fowler-Searcy
Rachel Hebert
Ryan Pixton
Heather Schoenewolf
Kevin Vinay

Interim Pastors:
Ernest Gardner
Sarah Robbins
Covenant and Temporary Pastors:

Ronee Christy
Samantha Coggins
Chad Collins
Glenn Creamer
Ellen Dawson
Joshua Fisher
Jodi Flack
Trent Hancock
Diana Harbison
Jermaine McKinley
Emily Miller
Christin Moreland
Amy Newell
Lam Nguyen
Walter Pietschmann
Mary Jo Ramsey
Jason Rea
Thomas Ribar
Susan Rothenberg
Mary Louise Russell
Benjamin Schneider
Judith Slater
Michael Stanton
Sharon Stewart
Kristin Widrich
Karen Younger


Validated Ministers/Those Serving as Chaplains, in Educational Institutions, in PCUSA Agencies or Mid-Councils, in New Worshipping Communities, etc.:

Erin Angeli
John Burgess
Katherine Campbell
Forrest Claassen
Marlaena Cochran
Carolyn Cranston
Erin Davenport
Jeffrey Eddings
B. Hunter Farrell
Michael Gehrling
Saleem Ghubril
Donna Giver Johnston
Andrew Greenhow
Angela Hancock
Michael Holohan
Tami Hooker
Charissa Howe
Alina Kanaski
S. Balajied Khyllep
Jane Ellen Larson
Shanea Leonard
Ralph Lowe
Cynthia McClung
Douglas Portz
David Robinson
Karen Rohrer
Louise Rogers
Lee Scott
Karen Sloan
Kendra Smith
N Graham Standish
Christopher J. Taylor
Ayana Teter
Edwin van Driel
Brian Wallace
John Welch
Tammy Wiens
Frank Yamada


Members at Large:

Nicole Atkinson
Lori Bass-Riley
Michael Beckstrom
Laura Bentley
Leslie Boone
Karie Ann Charlton
Scott Dennis
Janet Edwards
Darlene Figgs
Dana Gold
Bethany Harbaugh
Sungil Hong
Robin Humphreys
Philip Jamison
Clifton Johnson
Barbara Kennedy
Cheryl Khyllep
Sung Hee Lee
Vivian Lovingood
Stephanie Martin
Sarina Odden Meyer
Elizabeth Michael Ross
Ann Morris
Russell Mowry
Martha Neba-Mbandi
Anthony Rivera
Kenneth Smith
Timothy Sweet
James Tinnemeyer
Deborah Wilkinson
James Williams
Tara Woodard-Lehman
Brandon Woodworth
Stephen Wutz
TamaraYeager


Retired Pastors:

Robert Abrams
Michael Barnes
Frank Bates
Deborah Blair
Steven Bomely
Hendrik Bossers
Joanne Brown
J Bruce Byers
Carnegie Samuel	Calian
Mary Lynn Callahan
John Campbell
David Carlisle
Paul Chun
Ronald Church
Owen Clark
James Craig
Stephen Crocco
John Dalles
James Davidson
James Davison
Donald Dawson
M Catherine Day
Robert Dayton
Frank Deluce
John Dickey
Rosemary Dodson
David Elliott
Deborah Evanovich
Donald Ewing
Howard Eybers
Thomas Fairley
Bruce Ford
John Free
Patricia Frick
James Gilchrist
Patricia Giles-Petrosky
Gaylord Gillis
Catherine Gillis
Charles Glidden
Clyde Goff
Donald Gowan
William Gracey
Peter Grosso
Janet Guyer
Thomas Hall
Kathryn Hamilton
Melany Hamilton
John Hamilton
Jean Henderson
L Rae Hodge
Joan Hogge
Jay Hollinsworth
Byron Jackson
Cynthia Jackson
Maxine Jenkins
Carolyn Jones
Dana Jones
Myra Kazanjian
F Stanley Keehlwetter
Alick Kennedy
Darrell Knopp
Robert Koschik
Harry Ladley
Stewart Lawrence
Carol LeBlanc
William Little
John Lolla
Louis Long
Donald Ludwig
R Cameron Malcolm
Robert Maravalli
Helsel Marsh
John McCall
Thomas McManus
Kerry Meier
Daniel Brooks Merry
Susan Meyer
Louis Mitchell
Johnnie Monroe
William Myers
R Lee Nichols
William Painter
Charles Partee
C Leonard Pate
William Paul
Wayne Peck
Ronald Peters
Lynn Portz
Andrew Purves
Catherine Purves
Charles Ray
John Rickloff
Paul Roberts
James Robinson
William Roemer
Carol Divens Roth
Lawrence Ruby
Linda Ruby
Michael Rucker
Bruce Schlenke
Marsha Sebastian
Lawrence Selig
James Snyder
Sheldon Sorge
William Sutherland
John Sweitzer
Bruce Swenson
Jeanette Tagg
Christopher Taylor
Carl Templin
Paul Thwaite
Vance Torbert
Robert Walkup
James Welch
Kenneth White
Stephen Wilson
John Wilson
David Wood
James Wright
John Yohe


Inactive Members:
Orrin Camp
Deborah Gausmann
Barry Pintar
Temporary Members from Other Denominations:
Keith Kaufold
Edwin Kerr
Asa Lee
Wayne Meyer
Dora Odarenko
Commissioned Pastors:
Don Barnes	
Dale Craig 
Suzanne Good
Paul Nigra
C. Louise Schoppe
Nancy Stanny


On Amending G-2.0504 to Include Shared Ministry in the Definition of Pastoral Relationships
The Presbytery of Lake Erie overtures the 226th General Assembly (2024) to approve and send the following amendment to the presbyteries for their affirmative or negative votes:
Shall G-2.0504 be amended as follows?
(Text to be added is in bold and italics.)
G-2.0504 Pastoral Relationships  
When ministers of the Word and Sacrament are called as pastor, co-pastor, or associate pastor of a congregation, or multiple congregations in a shared ministry, they are to be responsible for a quality of life and relationships that commends the gospel to all persons and that communicates its joy and justice. They are responsible  for studying, teaching, and preaching the Word, for celebrating Baptism and the Lord’s Supper, and for praying with and for the congregation. With the ruling elders, they are to encourage people in the worship and service of God; to equip and enable them for their tasks within the church and their mission in the world; to exercise pastoral care, devoting special attention to the poor, the sick, the troubled, and the dying; to participate in governing responsibilities, including leadership of the congregation in implementing the principles of participation and inclusiveness in the decision-making life of the congregation, and its task of reaching out in concern and service to the life of the human community as a whole. With the deacons they are to share in the ministries of compassion, witness, and service. In addition to these pastoral duties, they are responsible for sharing in the ministry of the church in councils higher than the session and in ecumenical relationships. 
 a. Installed Pastoral Relationships  
The installed pastoral relationships are pastor, co-pastor, and associate pastor. A minister of the Word and Sacrament may be installed in a pastoral relationship for an indefinite period or for a designated term determined by the presbytery in consultation with the congregation or congregations in the case of shared ministry, and specified in the call. When a congregation determines that its strategy for mission under the Word so requires, the congregation may call additional pastors. Such additional pastors shall be called co-pastors or associate pastors, and the duties of each pastor and the relationship between the pastors of the congregation shall be determined by the session with the approval of the presbytery. When a congregation has two pastors serving as co-pastors, and the relationship of one of them is dissolved, the other remains as pastor. The relationship of an associate pastor to a congregation is not dependent upon that of a pastor. An associate pastor is ordinarily not eligible to be the next installed pastor of that congregation. When the pastoral relationship with a congregation in shared ministry is dissolved, the minister of Word and Sacrament remains the pastor of the other congregation (s).  
Rational:
As congregations have continued to decline in average membership, many smaller congregations find that they are no longer able to call a pastor for full time ministry. This leaves both the congregation and the potential pastor in a diminished position. The pastor must find alternative work to support themselves. Often this means that the pastor is not installed in the traditional format because temporary contracts and other arrangements create more financial flexibility for the congregation. A solution that has been demonstrated to be effective is shared ministry, one minister installed (or called by contract) as pastor in one or more congregations. This allows the minister to work full-time in ministry, obtain benefits from the Board of Pensions, and thereby bring their best gifts to God and their congregations. Congregations remain independent (not yoked) and have an installed pastor who can fulfill those duties specified in the Book of Order. 
[bookmark: _Hlk158643383]On Amending G-2.0805 to Include Installations in Multiple Congregations in Shared Ministry
The Presbytery of Lake Erie overtures the 226th General Assembly (2024) to approve and send the following amendment to the presbyteries for their affirmative or negative votes:
Shall G-2.0805 be amended as follows?
(Text to be added is in bold and italics.)
G-2.0805 Installation Service  
When the congregation (s), the presbytery, and the minister of the Word and Sacrament (or candidate) have all concurred in a call to a permanent or designated pastoral position, the presbytery shall complete the call process by organizing and conducting a service of installation. Installation is an act of the presbytery establishing the pastoral relationship. A service of installation occurs in the context of worship. The order for that service of worship in the Directory for Worship (W-4.04) shall be followed.  
Rational:
As congregations have continued to decline in average membership, many smaller congregations find that they are no longer able to call a pastor for full time ministry. This leaves both the congregation and the potential pastor in a diminished position. The pastor must find alternative work to support themselves. Often this means that the pastor is not installed in the traditional format because temporary contracts and other arrangements create more financial flexibility for the congregation. A solution that has been demonstrated to be effective is shared ministry, one minister installed (or called by contract) as pastor in one or more congregations. This allows the minister to work full-time in ministry, obtain benefits from the Board of Pensions, and thereby bring their best gifts to God and their congregations. Congregations remain independent (not yoked) and have an installed pastor who can fulfill those duties specified in the Book of Order. 
On Amending G-2.0805 to Include Installations in Multiple Congregations in Shared Ministry
The Presbytery of Lake Erie overtures the 226th General Assembly (2024) to approve and send the following amendment to the presbyteries for their affirmative or negative votes:
Shall G-2.0805 be amended as follows?
(Text to be added is in bold and italics.)
G-2.0805 Installation Service  
When the congregation (s), the presbytery, and the minister of the Word and Sacrament (or candidate) have all concurred in a call to a permanent or designated pastoral position, the presbytery shall complete the call process by organizing and conducting a service of installation. Installation is an act of the presbytery establishing the pastoral relationship. A service of installation occurs in the context of worship. The order for that service of worship in the Directory for Worship (W-4.04) shall be followed.  
Rational:
As congregations have continued to decline in average membership, many smaller congregations find that they are no longer able to call a pastor for full time ministry. This leaves both the congregation and the potential pastor in a diminished position. The pastor must find alternative work to support themselves. Often this means that the pastor is not installed in the traditional format because temporary contracts and other arrangements create more financial flexibility for the congregation. A solution that has been demonstrated to be effective is shared ministry, one minister installed (or called by contract) as pastor in one or more congregations. This allows the minister to work full-time in ministry, obtain benefits from the Board of Pensions, and thereby bring their best gifts to God and their congregations. Congregations remain independent (not yoked) and have an installed pastor who can fulfill those duties specified in the Book of Order. 


Insert divestment overture

