Robert’s Rules Resources
Rev. Greg Goodwiller’s excellent A Guide to Parliamentary Procedure in the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.), updated to reflect the current (12th) edition of Robert’s Rules of Order, Newly Revised, is now available for download free of charge at https://www.pcusa.org/get/resources/resource/11101/ 
This concise guide is an easy-to-follow resource for those moderating session meetings and other church meetings run using Robert’s.  If you have not yet obtained the current edition of Robert’s, which was released last summer, you may do so at local bookstores or at Amazon.com.  New for the 12th edition is the availability of a Kindle version on Amazon.  The spiral bound version may be purchased from the National Association of Parliamentarians here:
https://nap.users.membersuite.com/shop/store/3206a755-00ce-cb07-d848-8b045aef12b7/detail 

A Word About Privileged Motions, Questions of Privilege, and Personal Privilege
According to Robert’s, 
privileged motions do not relate to the pending business, but have to do with special matters of immediate and overriding importance which, without debate, should be allowed to interrupt the consideration of anything else.
[bookmark: _Hlk104476560]Robert’s Rules of Order, Newly Revised (12th edition), §6-11.  Privileged motions are limited to motions to call for the order of the day, to raise a question of privilege, to request a short intermission, to adjourn, or to fix at time to which to adjourn.  Robert’s, §6-12
Raising a question of privilege permits a member to interrupt the meeting raise issues of privilege of an individual member or the whole body.  Questions of privilege related to the whole body include matters as consequential whether the body should go into executive session to address a confidential matter or as mundane as whether the moderator is aware that the audio equipment has stopped working.  
With regard to questions of personal privilege, according to Robert’s:
Questions of personal privilege – which seldom arise in ordinary societies and even more rarely justify interruption of pending business—may relate, for example, to an incorrect record of a member’s participation in a meeting contained in minutes approved in his absence, or to charges circulated against a member’s character.
Robert’s, §19-7.
Finally, speakers often rise to request to address the body in a moment of personal privilege.  Quite simply, no such privilege exists regardless of the individual’s current or former service to the body.  
It is the moderator’s prerogative to recognize speakers, and no member of a body is guaranteed the right to speak on any item of business.  If there is no business before the body there should be no discussion because, “under parliamentary procedure, strictly speaking, discussion of any subject is permitted only with reference to a pending motion.”  Robert’s, §4-7.  While the moderator may indulge a member’s request to make brief remarks, unless the body has specifically authorized it, it can be done only “at the sufferance of the chair or until a point of order is made.”  Robert’s, §4-8.  In Pittsburgh Presbytery, we have a mechanism for presbyters to seek to address the body by requesting docket time following the procedure and adhering to the deadlines set by the Ecclesiastical Committee.  More information on this may be found here.
