The meeting of Pittsburgh Presbytery was called to order by Moderator Elder Mark Roth at 1:00 PM on December 9, 2021 and opened with prayer. Due to the ongoing Covid-19 pandemic, the meeting was held in a hybrid format at Parkwood United Presbyterian Church, and via Zoom video conferencing.  A time of devotion and prayer was given by General Minister Rev. Dr. Sheldon Sorge with Philippians 4:3-7 as the text.  An offering was received for equal distribution to the Lazarus Fund and the Hunger Fund. This amount will be matched by the Pittsburgh Presbyterian Foundation.  It was announced that at the September 16, 2021 meeting $2,660.00 was received and matched by the Pittsburgh Presbyterian Foundation for a total of $5,320.00.

From the Executive Committee (detailed information of items with an * may be found 
                                                        in the minutes of the Presbytery meeting)

Recommended for Presbytery Action:
· Approved the request from the Session of the Bower Hill Community Presbyterian Church that Pittsburgh Presbytery endorse the Driving PA Forward Coalition’s Campaign for Driver’s License for All in Pennsylvania.  
· Approved the election of Rev. Dr. Tammy Wiens to the Nominating Committee, Class of 2024B.  
· Received and filed for audit the Presbytery Financial Statements for the months of August and September 2021.  
For Information:
· Approved the following schedule for meetings of Pittsburgh Presbytery for 2022:   	
February 24, 2022		Online					1:00 p.m.
May 19, 2022  		Pittsburgh Theological Seminary	4:00 p.m.
September 22, 2022 	Crestfield Camp/Conf. Center     10:00 a.m.
December 8, 2022		Bethany Presbyterian Church	1:00 p.m.
· The Presbytery has received a clean audit for 2020.
· The Rev. Dr. Trent Hancock was elected to the Ecclesiastical Committee in the class of 2021A, and as its chair for 2022.
· The Rev. Cathie Smith was elected as chair of the Personnel Subcommittee for 2022.  
· Approved the Pastoral Staff Housing Allowance Allocations for 2022.

From the Stated Clerk

	For Information:
· The deadline for Docket Time and Waiver Requests for the February 24, 2022 Presbytery meeting is no later than noon on Wednesday January 26, 2022.*  
· New Clerk of Session Training to be held via Zoom video conferencing on Saturday, February 5, 2022.  
· Presbytery’s Review of 2020 Session Minutes, Rolls and Registers.*  
· Overtures to the 225th General Assembly (2022) are due as follows:
1. With Constitutional Implications	February 18, 2022
2. With Financial Implications		April 19, 2022
3. All Other Overtures			May 4, 2022
Any overtures or requests for concurrences must be consider at the February 24, 2022 Presbytery meeting.
· A Reminder Regarding Decennial Filing Requirements*
Recommended for Action: Approved
· The request for Partial Relinquishment of Original Jurisdiction for  Community House Presbyterian Church.* 
· Dismissal of Investigating Committee for Disciplinary Matter DM2021-02.*
· The dissolution of the Administrative Commissions to install the Rev. Derek Davenport, the Rev. Dr. Jo Forrest, the Rev. Dr. Brian Janssen, the Rev. Austin Crenshaw Shelly, and the Rev. Aaron Teter.*
From Commission on Preparation for Ministry:
Reported the following:
· Permission given to take the Senior Ordination Exams: 
Victoria Wellstead (Polity).
· Enrolled as an Inquirer:
Elizabeth Nicodemus (Hiland Presbyterian Church)
· Enrolled as a Candidate: 
Michael Creamer (Sewickley Presbyterian Church)
· Removed from the Process: Jacob (Darnell) Wilson
· Satisfactory completion of adapted Ordination Exams for Candidate 611519*         
     Approved the Appointment of Commission for Ordination* 
· Rebecca Young on Sunday February 5, 2022 at Sewickley Pres. Church.

From the General Minister:*
· Rev. Dr. Sheldon Sorge announced the call of the Rev. Forrest Claassen as the new Synod of the Trinity Executive.    
· Reported that all churches in the Presbytery are meeting again, with varying requirements regarding safety and CVID – 19. 
· Due to the pandemic, churches are experiencing a significant drop-off in in-person worship attendance. Opinions vary in how best to deal with in-person gatherings at this stage of the pandemic.
· Some congregations are experiencing financial insecurity requiring a reduction in staffing.    
· The pandemic has brought changes that require the Presbytery to rethink how best to serve its congregations and pastors. This will require more agility on presbytery’s part in dealing with pastoral transitions and congregational conflict. 


From the Commission on Ministry
Reported the completion of following contracts between:
· Commissioned Pastor Louise Schoppe and Forest Avenue Presbyterian Church effective October 31, 2021.
· The Rev. Dr. Larry Ruby and Mt. Vernon Community Presbyterian Church effective October 1, 2021. 
· The Rev. Jane Esterline and The Presbyterian Church of Plum Creek effective December 31, 2021.
· The Rev. Matthew Fricker and John McMillan Presbyterian Church effective October 24, 20221.
· The Rev. John Sweitzer and the Neville Island Presbyterian Church effective October 3, 2021.  
· The Rev. KJ Norris and Kerr Presbyterian Church effective October 31, 2021.
Approved the Minimum Terms of Call for Ministers, Commissioned Pastors, and Certified Educators for 2022*
Reported the following Calls:  Approved*
· Mt. Vernon Community Presbyterian Church for the services of Rev. Matthew Fricker as Pastor effective October 25, 2021.

Administrative Commissions to Install:  Approved*
· The Rev. Nancy Titus as Pastor of Forest Hills Presbyterian Church on February 20, 2022.

Moved presbytery approve the following appointments for Moderators: Approved
· The Rev. Sarah Robbins as Moderator of the Glenshaw Presbyterian Church effective October 11, 2021.
· The Rev. Matthew Fricker as Moderator of the Mt. Vernon Community Presbyterian Church effective October 25, 2021.
· The Rev. Ronee Christy as Moderator of the Forest Avenue United Presbyterian Church, effective December 9, 2021.
· The Rev. John Yohe as Moderator of the Chartiers Valley Presbyterian Church effective October 14, 2021.
· The Rev. Deb Warren as Moderator of the Glenshaw Valley Presbyterian Church effective October 1, 2021.
· Ruling Elder Frank Hancock as Moderator of the Presbyterian Church of Plum Creek effective January 1, 2022.
· Ruling Elder Frank Hancock as Moderator of the Kerr Presbyterian Church effective November 1, 2021, with permission to serve sacraments December 9-31, 2021.
· The Rev. Judi Slater as Moderator of the Baldwin Presbyterian Church effective January 1, 2022.
· The Rev. Tom Ribar as Moderator of the Union Presbyterian Church effective January 1, 2022.
Moved presbytery approve the following Temporary/Covenant/Interim Pastors Contracts: Approved
· The Glenshaw Presbyterian Church for the services of Rev. Sarah Robbins as Interim Pastor effective October 11, 2021.   
· The Bellevue United Presbyterian Church for the services of Rev. Ronee Christy as Covenant Pastor effective November 16, 2021.
· The United Presbyterian Church in Ingram for the renewal of the services of Rev. Wayne Meyer as Covenant Pastor effective January 1, 2022. 
· The Southminster Presbyterian Church for the services of Rev. Dr. Don Ewing as Interim Pastor effective January 6, 2022.
· The Bethany Presbyterian Church for the services of Rev. Ellen Dawson as Covenant Associate Pastor effective January 4, 2022.
· The Presbyterian Church of Plum Creek for the services of Elder Frank Hancock as  Commissioned Pastor effective January 1, 2022.
· The  Ken Mawr United Presbyterian Church for the services of Elder Louise Schoppe as Commissioned Pastor for Family Ministry effective November 15, 2021 to December 31, 2022.
· The Valley Presbyterian Church for the renewal of the services of Elder Nancy Stanny as Commissioned Pastor effective January 1, 2022.
· The Hawthorne Avenue Presbyterian Church for the renewal of the services of Elder Paul Nigra as Commissioned Pastor effective January 1, 2022.  
· The Bull Creek Presbyteian Church for the renewal of the services of Elder Bob Henry as Commissioned Pastor effective January 1, 2022.
                 
Moved the Presbytery grant a Letter of Dismissal to the following: Approved
· The Rev. Dr. Douglas Marshall to Redstone Presbytery, effective October 4, 2021.
· The Rev. KJ Norris to Blackhawk Presbytery, effective November 15, 2021.

Moved the Presbytery receive the following via Letter of Reception: Approved.
· The Rev. Chelsea Leitcher from Santa Barbara Presbytery effective December 9, 2021. 
· The Rev. Deborah Blair, HR, from the Presbytery of the Cascades effective December 9, 2021.
Moved Presbytery enroll the following as Members At-Large of Pittsburgh Presbytery: Approved
· Rev. Dr. Billy Younger effective November 29, 2021.
      Moved Presbytery approve the following Validated Ministry: Approved
· The Rev. Chelsea Leitcher at Pathways Family Behavioral Resources as Outpatient Therapist.   
      Moved: Presbytery grant the status of Honorably Retired:  Approved
· The Rev. Dr. Bob Walkup effective December 31, 2021.
      Moved Presbytery approve Letters of Dissolution: Approved
· The request of the Rev. Dr. Billy Younger to dissolve the call at Union Presbyterian Church effective November 29, 2021.
· The request of the Rev. Dr. Bob Walkup to dissolve the call at Baldwin Presbyterian Church effective December 31, 2021.
· The request of the Rev. Rebecca Reeder to dissolve the call at Sewickley Presbyterian Church effective December 15, 2021.                                                                                                                                   
Announced: The members of the Presbytery who have joined the Church Triumphant.
· The Rev. Harry Heidrich on September 27, 2021.
· Elder Justin Johnson, Former Moderator (2004) on October 29, 2021.
· Elder Jean Kennedy, Former Moderator (1989) on September 25, 2021.
· Elder Jane Sampson, Former Moderator (1985) on August 15, 2019.

The Committee on Nominations: 
Elected the following as indicated:
Elder Louise Schoppe, Ken Mawr U.P. Church for Senior Vice-Moderator in 2022.  
Standing Committee/Commissions

Executive Committee
The Rev. Dr. John Welch, Validated Ministry (2024A) – East
The Rev. Heather Schoenewolf, East Liberty (2024A) - East
The Rev. Ayana Teter, Pittsburgh Theological Seminary (2024A) – West
The Rev. Charissa Howe, Validated Ministry (2024A) – West
The Rev. Scott Hill, Aspinwall (2024B) – North
The Rev. Jeff Tindall, John McMillan (2024B) – South
Elder Lenore Williams, East Liberty (2024B) – East
Elder Chris Martin, East Liberty (2024B) – East
Elder Dana Nicodemus, Hiland (2024A) - North
Elder Rob Carr, Jefferson United (2024A) – South
Elder Paul Nigra, Hawthorne (2024A) – West

Commission on Ministry
The Rev. Dr. Edwin Van Driel, Pittsburgh Theological Seminary (2024A) – East
The Rev. Tony Rivera, At-Large (2024B) – East
The Rev. Dr. Steve Wilson, Oakmont (2024A) – East
The Rev. Dr. Doug Portz, Validated Ministry (2024A) – North
The Rev. Dr. David Wood, HR (2024B) – North
The Rev. Dr. Bill Gracey, HR (2024A) – South
The Rev. Dr. Kristin Widrich, Jefferson (2024A) – South
The Rev. Ben Schneider, First Elizabeth (2024B) – South
The Rev. Jessica McClure Archer, Sampson Mills (2024B) – South
The Rev. Becky Branch Trevathan, Sharon Community, (2024A) – West
Elder Charma Dudley, East Liberty (2024A) – East
Elder Carmen Lee, Friendship (2024A) – East
Elder Jack Smith, Bidwell (2024A) – North
Elder Mark Jones, McKeesport (2024A) – South
Elder Jennifer Floyd, Southminster (2024A) – South
Elder Paul Conley, Westminster (2024A) – West
Elder Louise Schoppe, Ken Mawr (2024B) – West

Commission on Preparation for Ministry
The Rev. Gavin Walton, Grace Memorial (2024B) – East
The Rev. Kendra Smith, Shadyside (2024B) – East
The Rev. Stephanie Martin, Northmont (2024A) – North
The Rev. Alina Kanaski, Validated Ministry (2024B) – West
The Rev. Tyler Domske, Wexford (2024A) – North
The Rev. Michael Stanton, McKeesport (2024A) – South 
Elder Blanche Bennett, Valley View (2024A) – East
Elder Drew Wilson, Forest Hills (2024B) – East
Elder Bob Linderman, Elfinwild (2024A) – North
Elder Tim Bailey, Carnegie (2024B) – West
Elder Jan Bucey, Hot Metal (2024A) – South 

Foundation
The Rev. Andy Greenhow, PTS (2024A) – East
The Rev. Dr. Page Creach, Noblestown (2024A) – West
Elder Chris Martin, East Liberty (2024A) – East
Elder David Lavender, Ross Community (2024B) – North

Response Team
The Rev. Erin Michelle Jones, Hot Metal Bridge (2024A) – South
The Rev. Dr. Jermaine McKinley, Bethesda (2024B) – East
Elder Michelle Snyder, Bower Hill Community (2024B) – West
Mr. Ed Sutter, Westminster (2024A) – West 

Permanent Judicial Commission (PJC)
The Rev. Leslie Boone, At-Large (2027) – East
The Rev. Bruce Schlenke, HR (2027) – North

New Worshipping Communities Commission (NWCC)
The Rev. Jeff Eddings, Presbyterian Mission Agency (2022A) – East
The Rev. Steven Werth, Riverview/Community House (2023B) – East
The Rev. Mike Holohan, Commonwealth of Oakland (2023B) – East
The Rev. Karen Rohrer, Pittsburgh Theological Seminary (2023B) – East
The Rev. Karie Charlton, Third (2024B) – East
The Rev. Michael Gehrling, Presbyterian Mission Agency (2024B) – East
Elder Stephanie Simmons, Grace Memorial (2022A) – East
Elder Scott Hagley, Open Door (2023A) – East
Elder Vera White, Hiland (2024B) – North
Elder Gene Walker, Mosaic (2024B) – North

Administrative Commission for Transformation (ACT)
Elder Louise Schoppe, Ken Mawr (2022A) – West 
Elder Bob Nadin, Ben Avon (2023A) – West
The Rev. Louise Rogers, Westminster (2023A) 
The Rev. Steven Werth, Riverview/Community House (2024A)
The Rev. Laura Bentley, Ben Avon (2022A) – West
The Rev. Walt Pietschmann, Olivet/Bethesda Elizabeth (2022A) – South
The Rev. Dr. Kristin Widrich, Jefferson (2023A) - South

Synod Commissioner
Elder Elsie Knappenberger, St. Andrews (2024B) - West

General Assembly Commissioners (by Rotation and Executive Committee)
*Elder Louise Schoppe (Ken Mawr) – by virtue of Moderatorial office
*Elder Clifford Huff (Glenshaw Valley)
 Elder Nancy Kay Stanny (Valley)
*The Rev. Rebecca DePoe (Fox Chapel) by virtue of Moderatorial office
*The Rev. Dr.  John Welch (Validated Ministry)
 The Rev. Jodi Flack (First, Rennerdale)
         (An * indicates a nominee appointed by the Executive Committee)

Alternates:
 Elder John Wray (Waverly)
*Elder John Van Cleve (Westminster)
The Rev. Deb Warren (Second, Wilkinsburg)
*The Rev. Dr. Ron Peters (HR)


