The meeting of Pittsburgh Presbytery was called to order by the Moderator, Elder Mark Roth at 1:00 PM on September 16, 2021 and opened with prayer.  Due to the ongoing Covid-19 pandemic, the meeting was held via Zoom.  A time of devotion and prayer was given by Rev. Dr. Sheldon Sorge with Psalm 1 as the text.  The title of his message was: Highway to Hell.  An offering was received for equal distribution to the Lazarus Fund and the Hunger Fund. This amount will be matched by the Pittsburgh Presbyterian Foundation. 

From the Executive Committee: (detailed information of items with an * may be found 
                                                        in the minutes of the Presbytery meeting)

Recommended for Presbytery Action:
· The motion that candidates for ordination no longer read their statement of faith during their examination for ordination was not approved.*  
· Approved the request of Valley Presbyterian Church to sell two parcels of undeveloped land adjacent to its cemetery.  
· Received and file for audit the Presbytery Financial Statements for the months of May, June, and July 2021.  
For Information:
· Executive Committee approved Rev. Jane Esterline to serve on the Ecclesiastical Committee.    
· The Ecclesiastical Committee is working on the proposed Presbytery meeting schedule for 2022.  

From the Stated Clerk:

	For Information:
· The Deadline for Docket Time and Waiver Requests for the December 9, 2021 Presbytery meeting is no later than noon on Wednesday November 3, 2021.*  
· The Moderator of the Presbytery has appointed the following individuals as an Investigating Committee for Disciplinary Matter DM2021-02: Rev. Karie Charlton, Ruling Elder Jessa Darwin, Rev. Eric Dennis, Ruling Elder Ann Turnock, and Ruling Elder Drew Wilson.
· In person Session Minutes, Rolls and Register Review by appointment can be scheduled for Saturdays October 2, and 16th.  A Pilot Program is being launched for electronic minutes exchange.*  
· Overtures to the 225th General Assembly (2022) are due as follows:
1. With Constitutional Implications	February 18, 2022
2. With Financial Implications		April 19, 2022
3. All Other Overtures			May 4, 2022
Recommended for Action: Approved:
· The dismissal of Calvert Administrative Commission* 
· The dissolution of the Administrative Commission to Ordain Ashley Smith Ashley.*
· The dissolution of the Administrative Commission to install Rev. Karie Charlton and Rev. Kyle Erickson.*
· The dissolution of the Administrative Commission to Install Rev. Stephen L. Hodges.*
· The dissolution of the Administrative Commission to Ordain Christopher James Taylor.*
· The dissolution of the Administrative commission to Install Rev. Lindsay White.*
From Commission on Preparation for Ministry:
Reported the following:
· Permission given to take the Senior Ordination Exams specified: 
Erin Angeli (BCE, Exegesis, Theology, Polity,), Jason Dauer (Theology), Amy Newell (Worship and Sacraments), Steve Singleton (Polity), and Victoria Wellstead (Exegesis, Worship and Sacraments, Theology, and Polity).
· Enrolled as a Candidate: 
Jason Dauer (Open Door Presbyterian Church)
Peter Pross (Mosaic Community Church of Pittsburgh)
· Certified Ready to Receive a Call & Circulate PIF:
William Quinn
     Approved for Ordination Pending a Call*
· William Quinn
     Approved Recommended Accommodations for Candidate 611519*
     Approved as Certified Ready Pending Commission
· Frank Hancock

From the General Minister:*
· Rev. Dr. Sheldon Sorge reminded commissioners that Freedom Rising Sunday is scheduled for January 16, 2022.  Current grantees from dedicated offerings are: Western PA HBCU Alumni Community and Hope Diversion Program.  
· Reported on Church closures or restrictions for safety, and those in the process of dissolution.     
· The Presbytery Offices are now open on Tuesdays, Wednesdays, and Thursdays.  
· Urged all Sessions to review their current policies regarding the use of masks, distancing, and singing, due to the ongoing COVID Pandemic.
· Invited Commissioners to share Mission Testimonies from this past summer via text or video to be placed on the Presbytery website.  

From the Commission on Ministry:
Reported the completion of following contracts between:
· The Rev. Anthony Rivera and First Presbyterian Church effective May 31, 2021.
· The Rev. Joshua Fisher and Lincoln Place Presbyterian Church of Edgewood effective July 31, 2021. 
· The Rev. Dr. Douglas Marshall and Friendship Community Presbyterian Church effective October 3, 2021.

Reported the following Calls:  Approved.*
· Eastminster Presbyterian Church for the services of Rev. Aaron Teter as Co-Pastor effective July 1, 2021.
· Sewickley Presbyterian Church for the services of Rev. Derek Davenport as Designated Associate Pastor effective August 1, 2021.
· Fox Chapel Presbyterian Church for the services of Rev. Rebecca DePoe as Designated Associate Pastor effective October 1, 2021.
· Sunset Hills United Presbyterian church for the services of Rev. Laura Strauss as Pastor effective September 19, 2021.
· Shadyside Presbyterian Church for the services of Rev. Austin Crenshaw Shelley as Pastor effective September 27, 2021.  
· Friendship Community Presbyterian Church for the services of Rev. Harry Cooper, Jr. as Pastor effective October 18, 2021.

Administrative Commissions to Install:  Approved*
· The Rev. Stephen Hodges as Pastor of Mt. Pleasant United Presbyterian Church on July 11, 2021.
· The Rev. Lindsay White as Pastor of Cross Roads Presbyterian Church, Monroeville on July 11, 2021.
· The Rev. Austin Crenshaw Shelley as Pastor of Shadyside Presbyterian Church on November 14, 2021.
· The Rev. Aaron Teter as Co-Pastor of Eastminster Presbyterian Church on October 3, 2021.
· The Rev. Cheryl Khyllep as Co-Pastor of the Open Door Presbyterian Church on September 19, 2021.
· The Rev. Derek Davenport as Designated Associate Pastor of Sewickley Presbyterian Church on November 7, 20221.
· The Rev. Dr. Jo Forrest as Pastor of Westminster Presbyterian Church on November 14, 2021.
· The Rev. Laura Strauss as Pastor of Sunset Hills United Presbyterian Church on October 24, 2021.
· The Rev. Rebecca DePoe as Designated Associate Pastor of Fox Chapel Presbyterian Church on December 5, 2021.

Moved presbytery approve the following appointments for Moderators: approved:

· The Rev. Dr. Trent Hancock as Moderator of the Beulah United Presbyterian Church effective August 1, 2021.
· The Rev. Emily Cooper as Moderator of the Heritage United Presbyterian Church effective July 15, 2021.
· The Rev. Rebecca DePoe as Moderator of the Emsworth United Presbyterian Church, effective June 14, 2021.
· The Rev. Rebecca DePoe as Moderator of the St. Andrews United Presbyterian Church effective June 14, 2021.
· The Rev. Dr. Jim Gilchrist as Moderator of the Fox Chapel Presbyterian Church effective June 1, 2021.
· The Rev. Tom Ribar as Moderator of the Covenant Community Presbyterian Church effective August 16, 2021.
· The Rev. Ben Schneider as Moderator of the United Presbyterian Church of Buena Vista effective September 1, 2021.
· The Rev. Dr. Bill Gracey as Moderator of the South Side Presbyterian Church effective September 1, 2021.
· The Rev. Charissa Howe as Moderator of the Mt. Nebo United Presbyterian Church effective October 1, 2021.
· The Rev. Harry Cooper as Moderator of the Friendship Community Presbyterian Church effective October 18, 2021.
· The Rev. Dr. Tyler Domske as Moderator of the Glenshaw Presbyterian Church effective July 12, 20221.
· The Rev. Cheryl Khyllep as Moderator of the First Presbyterian Church of Edgewood effective August 1, 2021.
· The Rev. Dr. Don Ewing as Moderator of the Southminster Presbyterian Church effective July 5, 2021.
· The Rev. Jason Rea as Moderator of the Calvert Memorial United Presbyterian Church effective August 1, 2021.
· The Rev. Derek Davenport as Moderator of the Sewickley Presbyterian Church effective September 1, 2021.
· The Rev. Austin Crenshaw Shelley as Moderator of the Shadyside Presbyterian Church effective September 27, 2021.
· The Rev. Dr. Roger Owens as Moderator of the Fox Chapel Presbyterian Church effective September 26, 2021. 
· The Rev. Michael Stanton as Moderator of the McKeesport Presbyterian Church effective October 4, 2021.

Moved presbytery approve the following Temporary/Covenant/Interim Pastors Contracts: Approved:
· The Beulah United Presbyterian Church for the services of Rev. Dr. Trent Hancock as Interim Pastor for one-year effective August 1, 2021.   
· The Heritage United Presbyterian Church for the services of Rev. Emily Cooper as Covenant Pastor for one year effective July 15, 2021.
· The Fox Chapel Presbyterian Church for the services of Rev. Dr. Jim Gilchrist as Temporary Pastor for three months effective June 1, 2021. 
· The Southminster Presbyterian Church for the services of Rev. Dr. Don Ewing as Interim Pastor for six months effective July 5, 2021.
· The Fox Chapel Presbyterian Church for the services of Rev. Dr. Roger Owens as Temporary Senior Pastor for one-year efffective September 26, 2021.
· The Shadyside Presbyterian Church for the services of Rev. Kendra Buckwalter Smith as Part Time Covenant Associate Pastor for one year effective Septermber 1, 20221. 
· The McKeesport Presbyterian Church for the services of  Rev. Michael Stanton as Covenant Pastor for one year effective October 4, 2021.
                 
Moved the Presbytery grant a Letter of Dismissal to the following; Approved.
· The Rev. Kevin Long to the Presbytery of the Sheppards and Lapsley, effective August 1, 2021.
· The Rev. Todd Leach to the Presbytery of Western New York, effective September 1, 2021.
· The Rev. Albert Rhodes Stuart to the Presbytery of Shenango, effective May 19, 2021.

Moved the Presbytery receive the following via Letter of Reception: Approved.
· The Rev. Austin Crenshaw Shelley from Philadelphia Presbytery effective September 27, 2021. 
· The Rev. Dr. Paul Thwaite, HR from Detroit Presbytery effective September 16, 2021.
· The Rev. Dr. Roger Owens, minister member of the United Methodist Church effective September 26, 2021.
Moved Presbytery enroll the following as Members At-Large of Pittsburgh Presbytery: Approved:
· Rev. Tara Woodard-Lehman effective May 31, 2021.
· Rev. Dr. David Esterline effective June 7, 2021.
· Rev. James Tinnemeyer effective June 14, 2021.
· Rev. Anthony Rivera effective August 1, 2021.
· Rev. Stephen Wutz effective September 16, 2021.
· Rev. Dr. Douglas Marshall effective October 4, 2021.      
      Moved Presbytery approve the following Validated Ministry: Approved.
· Rev. Charissa Howe at Foundation of HOPE as the Director of Chaplaincy Services at the Allegheny County Jail.   
      Moved: Presbytery grant the status of Honorably Retired:  Approved.
· Rev. Dr. Christopher C. Taylor effective October 31, 2021.
· Rev. Kathy Hamilton Vargo effective September 1, 2021.
      Moved Presbytery approve Letters of Dissolution: Approved.
· The request of the Fox Chapel Presbyterian Church to dissolve the call of the Rev. Tata Woodard-Lehman effective May 30, 2021.
· The request of the Emsworth United Presbyterian Church to dissolve the call of Rev. Charissa Howe effective June 13, 2021.
· The request of the St. Andrews United Presbyterian Church to dissolve the call of the Rev. Charissa Howe effective June 13, 2021.  
· The request of the Glenshaw Presbyterian Church to dissolve the call of the Rev. Dr. Trent Hancock effective July 11, 2021.
· The request of the Covenant Community Presbyterian Church to dissolve the call of Rev. Emily Cooper effective July 15, 2021.
· The request of the Southside Presbyterian Church to dissolve the call of Rev. Kathy Hamilton Vargo effective August 31, 2021.
· The request of the Rev. James Tinnemeyer to dissolve the call at Southminster Presbyterian Church effective June 13, 2021.
· The request of the Rev. Emily Cooper to dissolve the call at Covenant Community Presbyterian Church effective June 13, 2021.
· The request of the Rev. Todd Leach to dissolve the call at Shadyside Presbyterian Church effective August 31, 2021.
· The request of the Rev. Rebecca DePoe to dissolve the call at Glenshaw Valley Presbyterian Church effective September 30, 2021.
· The request of the Rev. Rebecca DePoe to dissolve the call at Mt. Nebo United Presbyterian Church effective September 30, 2021.
                                                                                                                                                 
Announced: The members of the Presbytery who have joined the Church Triumphant.
· The Rev. Raselyn Johnson on May 26, 2021.
· The Rev. Dr. Curtis H. Shaw on  June 29, 2021
· The Rev. Dr. Patricia Hughes Mason on July 9, 2021
 The Committee on Nominations: *
Nominated Elder Louise Schoppe, Ken Mawr U.P. Church for Senior Vice-Moderator in 2022.  There were no other nominations for this position. 
Standing Committee/Commissions: Nominations 

Executive Committee:
The Rev. Dr. John Welch, Validated Ministry (2024A) – East
The Rev. Ayana Teter, PTS (2024A) – West
The Rev. Charissa Howe, Validated Ministry (2024A) – West
The Rev. Scott Hill, Aspinwall (2024B) – North
The Rev. Jeff Tindall, John McMillan (2024B) – South
Elder Lenore Williams, East Liberty (2024B) – East
Elder Chris Marin, East Liberty (2024B) – East
Elder Rob Carr, Jefferson United (2024A) – South
Elder Paul Nigra, Hawthorne (2024A) – West

Commission on Ministry

The Rev. Dr. Edwin Van Driel, PTS (2024A) – East
The Rev. Tony Rivera, At-Large (2024B) – East
The Rev. KLJ Norris, Kerr (2024B) – East
The Rev. Dr. Doug Portz, Validated Ministry (2024A) – North
The Rev. Dr. David Wood, HR (2024B) – North
The Rev. Dr. Bill Gracey, HR (2024A) – South
The Rev. Dr. Kristin Widrich, Jefferson (2024A) – South
The Rev. Ben Schneider, First Elizabeth (2024B) – South
The Rev. Jessica McClure Archer, Sampson Mills (2024B) – South
The Rev. Becky Branch Trevathan, Sharon Community, (2024A) – West
Elder Charma Dudley, East Liberty (2024A) – East
Elder Carmen Lee, Friendship (2024A) – East
Elder Jack Smith, Bidwell (2024A) – North
Elder Mark Jones, McKeesport (2024A) – South
Elder Jennifer Floyd, Southminster (2024A) – South
Elder Paul Conley, Westminster (2024A) – West
Elder Louise Schoppe, Ken Mawr (2024B) – West

Commission on Preparation for Ministry
The Rev. Gavin Walton, Grace Memorial (2024B) – East
The Rev. Kendra Smith, Shadyside (2024B) – East
The Rev. Stephen Martin, Northmont (2024A) – North
The Rev. Alina Kanaski, Validated Ministry (2024B) – West
Elder Blanche Bennett, Valley View (2024A) – East
Elder Drew Wilson, Forest Hills (2024B) – East
Elder Bob Lindeman, Elfinwild (2024A) – North
Elder Tim Bailey, Carnegie (2024B) – West
Elder Jan Bucey, Hot Metal (2024A) – South

Foundation

The Rev. Andy Greenhow, PTS (2024A) – East
The Rev. Dr. Page Creach, Noblestown (2024A) – West
Elder Chris Martin, East Liberty (2024A) – East
Elder David Lavender, Ross Community (2024B) – North

Response Team

The Rev. Dr. Doug Marshall, At-Large (2024A) – East
The Rev. Dr. Jermaine McKinley, Bethesda (2024B) – East
Elder Michelle Snyder, Bower Hill Community (2024B) – West
Mr. Ed Sutter, Westminster (2024A) – West 

Permanent Judicial Commission (PJC)

The Rev. Leslie Boone, At-Large (2027) – East
The Rev. Bruce Schlenke, HR (2027) – North

Synod Commissioner

Elder Elsie Knappenberger, St. Andrews (2024B) - West




