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Self Development of People



SDOP Core Strategies:

Promote Justice 
We believe that people are not poor because they choose to be 
but rather because we have unjust systems that unfairly 
restrict opportunities and choices and that oppress certain 
populations in the first place. Therefore, in order to alleviate 
poverty and injustices, we must create a more just world.

Build Stronger Communities
We believe that we must build power within communities, trust 
them, and invest in them so that they can invest in themselves 
and their communities.

Seek Economic And Racial Equity
We have faith that economic and racial equity is possible when 
we center the most marginalized voice among us and create long 
term solutions that address those needs/experiences



ORIGIN of SDOP

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The Presbyterian Committee on the Self-Development of People shall assist the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) in carrying out its global commitment to work toward the self-development of economically poor, oppressed, and disadvantaged people who own, control, and benefit directly from projects that promote long-term change in their lives and communities.  



SDOP Established & Affirmed 



SDOP Mandate 





One Great Hour of Sharing

What is One Great Hour of Sharing? 
Presbyterian Congregations and Individuals

How are Funds Distributed?
32% Self Development of People (SDOP)
32% Presbyterian Disaster Assistance
36% Presbyterian Hunger Program

 4% addressing homelessness through community 
organizing

Presenter
Presentation Notes
100% of funds invested into communities come directly from Presbyterian congregations and individual donations



Who We Invest In?



Criteria for Funding



Types Of Projects Funded



THREE Levels of Funding:
Local Presbytery Level (Groups of 5 or more)

 i.e., PGH SDOP offers Seed Grants
Download APP from 

www.PGHPresbytery.org/justice-ministries/sdop/

Local Synod Level (Groups of 10 or more)

National Level (Groups of 10 or more)
For More Information Visit www.PCUSA.org/sdop

http://www.pghpresbytery.org/justice-ministries/sdop/
http://www.pcusa.org/sdop


QUESTIONS?!



Next Steps

1. Talk to Your Group
2. Get Everyone Involved
3. Review SDOP Requirements
4. Complete Local Application Form:

Contact Your Local Presbytery SDOP Committee
Download application from
www.PGHPresbytery.org/justice-ministries/sdop/

5. Seek Advice to Strengthen Your Application
6. Submit Application Before September 10th

http://www.pghpresbytery.org/justice-ministries/sdop/


What is the Problem or Need 
Addressed?

What is the Project  & How Will it 
Make a Difference?

Who is the Group & Who Makes 
Major Project Decisions?

How are Project Decisions 
Made & How are profits 
shared?



Application Process

 PGH SDOP accepts Applications from 
Groups of Five or More who directly 
benefit from the Project

 Project Applications & Budget must be 
Submitted by September 10th to be 
considered

 PGH SDOP Committee Reviews Application
 Project Site Visit (as needed)

 PGH SDOP Committee Decision



Key Questions
What Is The Project And Why Is It 
Needed?

Who Owns (Initiated) And Controls 
The Project? 

Who Benefits Directly From This 
Project?



QUESTIONS?!
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QUESTIONS?!



GO Be Empowered !
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