The meeting of Pittsburgh Presbytery was called to order by Moderator Elder Mark Roth at 4:00 PM on May 20, 2021 and opened with prayer.  Due to the ongoing Covid-19 pandemic, the meeting was held via Zoom.  A time of devotion was given by Rev. Dr. Sheldon Sorge with the title: Do You Know Where You’re Going To [link to sermon on presbytery website]?  An offering was received for equal distribution to the Lazarus Fund and the Hunger Fund. This amount will be matched by the Pittsburgh Presbyterian Foundation. 

From the Executive Committee: (detailed information of items with an * may be found 
                                                        in the minutes of the Presbytery meeting)

Recommended and Approved by Presbytery action:
· The request that the Presbytery approve a variance to the Presbytery Manual, and the election of a Special Nominating Committee for an Associate Minister for Justice Ministries to the Presbytery.*  
· The request of the Verona United Presbyterian Church to waive the Six-year limitation on terms of one elder.  
· The request of the First Presbyterian Church of Duquesne to waive the Six-year limitation on terms of one elder and three deacons.  
· The request of the Deer Creek United Presbyterian Church to waive the Six-year limitation on terms of one elder.  
· Receive and file for audit the Presbytery Financial Statements for the months of December 2020 and January, February, and March 2021.  
For Information:
· The Stated Meeting of the Presbytery on September 16, 2021 will be a hybrid meeting with presbyters invited to attend either in person or by Zoom technology. The meeting will NOT be held at Crestfield Camp and Conference Center. The start time for the meeting is 1:00 p.m.  The location of the meeting is yet to be determined.*    
· The Executive Committee approved the job description for an Associate Minister for Justice Ministries.* 
· Approved the request of the First Presbyterian Church of Gibsonia for the forgiveness of Per Capita from 2003 to 2020 in the amount of $52,886.86.  
· Approved the request of the Sharon Community Presbyterian Church for the forgiveness of 2019 Per Capita in the amount of $2,103.63.

From the Stated Clerk:

	For Information:
· The Deadline for Docket Time and Waiver Requests for the September 16, 2021 Presbytery meeting is no later than noon on Wednesday August 18, 2021.  For the December 9, 2021 meeting it is November 3, 2021.
· The Stated Clerk has appointed the Rev. Stephanie Martin as an Assistant Stated Clerk effective May 1, 2021.
· Ruling Elder Jennifer Petrantoni has been hired as a new Assistant to the Stated Clerk.
· The Stated Clerk’s Office has received a written allegation in a disciplinary matter. The Moderator has appointed an investigating committee.*  
· The Stated Clerk has received a request that Presbytery assume original jurisdiction of a Judicial Process that had been filed with a church session.  The Moderator is assembling an investigating committee.
· The Stated Clerk’s Office has received preliminary information regarding the 225th General Assembly (2022). Information may be secured on the Presbytery website and on the P-News.*  
· The Stated Clerk’s Office welcomes invitations to host Presbytery meetings in calendar year 2022.  Contact the Stated Clerk’s Office.
· The 2020 Minutes of Pittsburgh Presbytery were examined at the Synod of the Trinity Records Review Conference and were approved with no exceptions. 
· The Ecclesiastical Committee will schedule the reading of Session Minutes for 2020 as soon as it is safe and appropriate to do so, likely during of the fall of 2021.
· As of December 31, 2020, Pittsburgh Presbytery had 129 chartered congregations, 299 minister members, and 22,915 congregational members.*  
Recommended for Action: Approved:
· The dismissal of an Administrative Commission to consider the request that the Presbytery assume original jurisdiction of a judicial process*
· The dissolution of the Presbyterian Church of Mt. Washington effective May 20, 2021.*

From Commission on Preparation for Ministry:
Reported the following:
· Permission given to take the Senior Ordination Exams specified: 
Angeli, Erin (Polity, Worship and Sacraments), Dauer, Jason (Exegesis, and Polity), Doege, Caryn (Exegesis), Emerick, Kristen (Polity), and Newell, Amy (Polity).
· Enrolled as a Candidate: 
Hancock, Frank (Oakmont Presbyterian Church)
Newell, Amy (Hoboken Presbyterian Church)
· Certified Ready to Receive a Call & Circulate PIF:
Ashley, Brendan
Emerick, Kristen (pending successful completion of ordination exams)
Young, Rebecca (will be eligible for ordination in January of 2022)
· Heard sermons from:
Ashley, Brendan – April 1, 2021
Young, Rebecca – April 23, 2021
Emerick, Kristen – April 28, 2021
· Withdrew from the Care Process:
Kalchthaler, Ingrid
     Approved for Ordination Pending a Call*
· Ashley, Brendan
· Emerick, Kristen
· Young, Rebecca
     Approved Candidate for Ordination:* Taylor, Christopher J.
Approved Commissions for Ordination:*
Ashley, Ashley; and Taylor, Christopher J.
From the General Minister:*
· Rev. Dr. Sheldon Sorge recognized Ruling Elder Jennifer Petrantoni as a new staff member and assistant to the Stated Clerk.   
· The Presbytery Offices are now open on Tuesdays, Wednesdays, and Thursdays.  
· Meetings are possible at the Presbytery Center.  Call for details.
· Information has been sent to Ministers and Clerks of Session regarding new CDC Covid 19 guidelines.  Dr. Sorge shared some frequently asked questions and responses along with his recommendations.   
· Lifted up the urgent need for a Cease-Fire in the Middle East between Israel and the Palestinians and offered a prayer for peace.  

From the Commission on Ministry:
Reported the completion of following contracts between:
· The Rev. Cheryl Khyllep and Homestead United Presbyterian Church effective May 31, 2021.
· The Rev. Joshua Fisher and Lincoln Place Presbyterian Church effective January 31, 2021. 
· The Rev. Dr. Judi Slater and the Lincoln Place Presbyterian Church effective July 31, 2020.

Moved approval of New Ethical Training Policy:* Approved.

Moved presbytery approve the following appointments for Moderators: approved:

· The Rev. Dr. Don Dawson as Moderator of the Fox Chapel Presbyterian Church effective May 15, 2021.
· The Rev. Rebecca Reeder as Moderator of the Sewickley Presbyterian Church effective July 1, 2021.
· The Rev. Dr. Judi Slater as Moderator of the Homestead United Presbyterian Church, effective June 8, 2021.

Moved presbytery approve the following Temporary/Covenant/Interim Pastors Contracts: Approved:
· The Presbyterian Church of Plum Creek to renew the contract of Rev. Jane Esterline as Covenant Pastor for one-year effective June 21, 2021.   
· The First Presbyterian Church of Elizabeth to renew the contract of Rev. Benjamin Schneider as Covenant Pastor for one year effective January 1, 2021.
· The John McMillan Presbyterian Church to renew the contract of Rev. Matthew Fricker Temporary Associate Pastor for one year effective January 1, 2021.
· The Third Presbyterian Church to renew the contract of Rev. Mary Louise Russell as Covenant Associate Pastor for one-year effective December 22, 2020.
                 
Moved the Presbytery grant a Letter of Dismissal to the following; Approved.
· The Rev. Diane Flynn to the Kiskiminetas Presbytery, effective February 14, 2021.
· The Rev. Dr. William Sadler to New Hope Presbytery, effective April 13, 2021.
· The Rev. Tara Thompson to New Covenant Presbytery, effective March 2, 2021.
· The Rev. Jae Cho to Chicago Presbytery, effective February 1, 2021. 
Moved the Presbytery receive the following via Letter of Reception: Approved.
· The Rev. Dr. Bruce E. Ford from the Presbytery of New Harmony effective May 20, 2021. 
Moved to grant permission to Labor Inside the Bounds: Approved.
· The Rev. Yundon Jeong, a member of Cincinnati Presbytery as Resident Counselor for the Boys Hope Girls Hope of Pittsburgh, effective May 20, 2021.
Moved the Presbytery Enroll in Temporary Membership: Approved.
· The Rev. Dr. Asa Lee of the Progressive National Baptist Convention, effective May 20, 2021.
Moved Presbytery enroll the following as Members At-Large of Pittsburgh Presbytery: Approved:
· Rev. Ellen Dawson effective March 27, 2021.
· Rev. Kevin Long effective July 31, 2021.
      Moved Presbytery approve the following Validated Ministry: Approved.
· Christopher J. Taylor’s position as Admissions Counselor at Pittsburgh Theological Seminary.
· Rev. Dr. John C. Welch as Pastor of Sixth Mount Zion Baptist Church of Pittsburgh.
· Rev. Dr. Asa Lee as President of Pittsburgh Theological Seminary. 
      Moved: Presbytery grant the status of Honorably Retired:  Approved.
· Rev. Dr. John Dalles effective March 15, 2021.
· Rev. Dr. Christopher C. Taylor effective May 16, 2021.
· Rev. Jane Duffield effective May 20, 2021.
· Rev. Dr. Cynthia Reyes Fillmore effective June 1, 2021.
      Moved Presbytery approve Letters of Dissolution: Approved.
· The request of the Fox Chapel Presbyterian Church to dissolve the call of Rev. Dr. Christopher C. Taylor effective May 15, 2021.
· The request of the Fox Chapel Presbyterian Church to dissolve the call of Rev. Ellen Dawson effective March 26, 2021.
· The request of the Sewickley Presbyterian Church to dissolve the call of Rev. Kevin Long effective July 31, 2021.
· The request of the Beulah United Presbyterian Church to dissolve the call of Rev. Dr. Cynthia Reyes Fillmore effective May 23, 2021.
Announced: The members of the Presbytery who have joined the Church Triumphant.
· The Rev. Dr. John Mehl on April 25, 2021.
 The Committee on Nominations: 
Standing Committee/Commissions: Nominations 

Permanent Judicial Commission (PJC): Elected:
· Ruling Elder William “Jack” Simmons, (2022A) – East
            Nominations for Senior Vice Moderator for 2022 are due July 12, 2021.
            Nominations for Young Adult Advisory Delegate (YAAD) for GA due by
            June 30, 2021.

