The meeting of Pittsburgh Presbytery was called to order by the Moderator, the Rev. Charissa Howe at 1:12 AM on December 10, 2020, and opened with prayer.  Due to the ongoing Covid-19 pandemic, the meeting was held via Zoom.  Rev. Dr. Sheldon Sorge led a devotional instead of a worship service based on the Scripture text of 1 Thessalonians 5:16-24.  An offering was received for equal distribution to the Lazarus Fund and the Hunger Fund. This amount will be matched by the Pittsburgh Presbyterian Foundation. 

From the Executive Committee: (detailed information of items with an * may be found 
                                                        in the minutes of the Presbytery meeting)

Recommended the following for presbytery action:
· The request of the Chartiers Valley United Presbyterian Church to waive the Six-year limitation on terms of one elder.  Approved.
· Waiver of Six-Year Limitation on Terms for a six-month extension of current terms for the entire Session (14 members) and Board of Deacons (9 members) of the Sharon Community Presbyterian Church due to a change in election cycle.  Approved.
· Election of the following to the Nominating Committee:
Ruling Elder Sally Huber Lewis (Class of 2022A), Rev. Sharon Stewart (Class of 2023A) and Rev. Susan Rothenberg (Class of 2022A).  Approved.
· The request of the Sixth Presbyterian Church for permission to grant an easement and lease to Unison, Inc. for placement of wireless communication equipment in its bell tower.  Approved.
· The request of the First Presbyterian Church of Gibsonia to sell its former manse for $200,000.00.  Approved. 
· Receive and file for audit the Presbytery Financial Statements for the months of August and September 2020.  Approved.
For Information:
· Authorized an expenditure of $10,000 to assist the Bethesda United Presbyterian Church, Pittsburgh with the installation of a video surveillance system and Insurance deductible due to vandalism.  
· Elected the following individuals to the  Ecclesiastical Committee: 
Rev. Dr. Randy Bush (Class of 2023B) and Ruling Elder Laura Markowitz (Class of 2023A).
· Elected Ruling Elder Bob Crynack and Rev. Dr. Cathie Smith as co-chairs of the Personnel Subcommittee for 2021.
· Approved the Pastoral Staff Housing Allowance Allocations for 2021.*
· Approved the formation of a Presbytery Manual Revision Subcommittee for 2021.

From the Stated Clerk:

	For Information:
· The Deadline for Docket Time and Waiver Requests for the February 25, 2021 Presbytery meeting is no later than noon on Wed. January 27, 2021.  
May 20, 2021 meeting -		Deadline April 14, 2021
September 16, 2021 meeting -	Deadline August 18, 2021
December 9, 2021 meeting -	November 3, 2021
· The sale of the property of the former First Presbyterian Church of Boston on November 20, 2020, with a net price of $38,776.50.
· The establishment of a Special Administrative Review of the Session of Community House Presbyterian Church.*
· 2020 Session Minutes Reading will be scheduled as soon as it is safe and appropriate, likely the fall of 2021.
· New Clerk’s Training via Zoom on Saturday February 6, 2021, from 9:00 to 11:00 a.m.  
Recommended for Action: 
· Approved the following Administrative Commissions: 
To Ordain and Install Kevin Vinay.*  
To Install Rev. Caitlin Werth.*

Heard a Report on Safe and Creative Ways to Worship during a Pandemic

Heard a Report on the Freedom Rising Initiative 

From Commission on Preparation for Ministry:
Reported the following:
· Permission given to take the Senior Ordination Exams specified: 
Young, Rebecca: Worship & Sacraments, Church Polity, and Theological Competence.
· Pre-Care Consultation with:
Creamer, Mike (Sewickley Presbyterian Church), 
· Enrolled as an Inquirer: 
Creamer, Mike (Sewickley Presbyterian Church)

From the General Minister:
· Rev. Dr. Sheldon Sorge reported on the many ways congregations are dealing with the Corona Virus Pandemic, and the loss felt by being unable to gather for worship and customary programs.  
· Spoke about the goal of having 25 congregations participating in the Matthew 25 Initiative.  Currently there are about half that number participating.
· Offered the Presbytery’s assistance with exploring how to use technology to broadcast worship experiences and urged all congregations to have clear instructions on how to access worship services online on their website’s home page.
· Encouraged Sessions to be cautious about opening services during this time of Pandemic due to an abundance of caution.
· Invited all congregations and leaders to be active in prayer for each other.  

From the Commission on Ministry:
Reported the completion of following contracts between:
· The Rev. Dr. Kristin Widrich and Pleasant Hills Community Presbyterian Church effective August 31, 2020.
· The Rev. Dr. James Bruce Lancaster and Westminster Presbyterian Church effective December 31, 2020. 
· Ms. Nancy Kay Stanny and the Oakdale United Presbyterian Church effective December 31, 2020.
The Rev. Dr. William Gracey was named Pastor Emeritus of Sunset Hills United Presbyterian Church on March 25, 2020.
Moved Presbytery approve the following calls:* approved.
· Cross Roads Presbyterian Church, Monroeville for the services of the Rev. Lindsay White as Designated Pastor effective November 28, 2020.
· Westminster Presbyterian Church for the services of Rev. Dr. Joleen (Jo) Forrest as Senior Pastor effective January 1, 2021.
· Third Presbyterian Church for the services of the Rev. Karie Charlton as Designated Associate Pastor for a period of four years effective January 1, 2021.
· Bethany Presbyterian Church for the services of Rev. Dr. Brian Janssen as Pastor effective January 13, 2021.

Moved presbytery approve the following appointments for Moderators; approved:

· The Rev. Karen Younger as Moderator of the Clinton United Presbyterian Church effective October 19, 2020.
· The Rev. Steven Bomely as Moderator of the Universal United Presbyterian Church effective December 1, 2020.
· The Rev. Dr. Joleen (Jo) Forrest as Moderator of the Westminster Presbyterian Church effective January 1, 2021.
· The Rev. Anthony Rivera as Moderator of the First Presbyterian Church, Edgewood effective October 19, 2020.
· The Rev. Ronee Christy as Moderator of the Bellevue United Presbyterian Church effective November 16, 2020.
· The Rev. Lindsay White as Moderator of the Cross Roads Presbyterian Church, Monroeville effective November 29, 2020.
· The Rev. Dr. Karl McDonald as Moderator of the Crafton United Presbyterian Church effective December 7, 2020.
· The Rev. Dr. Brian Janssen as Moderator of the Bethany Presbyterian Church effective January 13, 2021.

Moved presbytery approve the following Temporary/Covenant/Interim Pastors Contracts; approved:
· Presbyterian Church of Plum Creek for the services of Rev. Jane Esterline as Covenant Pastor for one year effective June 1, 2020.   
· Northmont Presbyterian Church for the services of Rev. Stephanie Martin as Covenant Associate Pastor for three months effective October 1, 2020.
· Clinton Presbyterian Church for the services of Rev. Karen Younger as Covenant Pastor for one year effective October 19, 2020.
· First Presbyterian Church of Edgewood for the services of Rev. Anthony Rivera as Covenant Pastor for one year effective October 19, 2020.
· Friendship Community Presbyterian Church to renew the contract for the services of Rev. Dr. Douglas B. Marshjall as Interim Pastor for one year effective August 1, 2020.
· Pleasant Unity United Presbyterian Church for the services of Rev. Dr. David K. Wood as Covenant Pastor for one year effective December 1, 2020.
· Deer Creek United Presbyterian Church for the services of Rev. Dr. David K. Wood as Covenant Pastor for one year effective December 1, 2020.
· Kerr Presbyterian Church to renew the contract of Rev. KJ Norris as Temporary Pastor for one year effective May 21, 2020.
                 
Moved Presbytery grant a Letter of Dismissal to the following; approved:
· The Rev. Maggie Smith to the National Capital Presbytery effective September 1, 2020.
· The Rev. Jim Leuenberger to the Shenango Presbytery effective October 20, 2020.
Moved Presbytery receive the following via Letter of Reception: approved.
· The Rev. Dr. Joleen (Jo) Forrest from Chicago Presbytery effective January 1, 2021.
· The Rev. Ronee Christy from Lake Erie Presbytery effective November 16, 2020.
· The Rev. Lindsay White from Providence Presbytery effective November 29, 2020.
Moved Presbytery enroll the following as Members At-Large of Pittsburgh Presbytery: approved:
· Rev. Jane Duffield effective August 1, 2020.
· Rev. Dr. John Welch effective July 1 2020.
· Rev. Diane Flynn effective December 7, 2020.
      Moved Presbytery approve renewal of Commissioned Lay Pastor Services:
· The request of the Hawthorne  Avenue Presbyterian Church for Elder Paul Nigra as Commissioned Pastor for one-year effective January 1, 2021.
        Moved Presbytery approve Laboring outside our Bounds:
· The request of the Rev. Dr. Daniel Merry to labor as Interim Pastor at Church of the Covenant in Washington Presbytery effective January 1, 2021.
       Moved Presbytery approve Letters of Dissolution:
· The request of the Crafton United Presbyterian Church to dissolve the call of Rev. Diane Flynn effective December 6, 2020.
· The request of the Bethany Presbyterian Church to dissolve the call of Rev. Jae Cho effective February 15, 2021.
      The Committee on Nominations: 
Elected to Office:	
The Rev. Rebecca DePoe, Mt. Nebo United and Glenshaw Valley Presbyterian
Churches, as Senior Vice-Moderator for 2021.

Standing Committee/Commissions: Nominations 

Executive Committee:

The Rev. Jane Esterline, Plum Creek (2023B) – East
The Rev. Erin Davenport, Validated Ministry (2023A) – East
The Rev. Dr. Trent Hancock, Glenshaw (2023A) – North
The Rev. Emily Cooper, Covenant-Community (2023A) – West
Elder Darlene Rushing, Hot Metal (2023B) – South
Elder Bob Brown, Southminster (2023 A) – South

Commission on Ministry:

The Rev. Dr. Don Dawson, HR (2023B) – North
The Rev. Tara Thompson, Southminster (2023B) – South
Elder Hill Jordan, Valley View (2023B) – East
Elder Judy Shipley, First Pittsburgh (2023A) – South

 Commission on Preparation for Ministry:

The Rev. Patrice Fowler-Searcy, East Liberty (2023B) – East
The Rev. Aaron Teter, At-Large (2023A) – East
The Rebecca DePoe, Mt. Nebo (2023B) – West
Elder Tom Cox, Hot Metal Bridge (2023A) – South

Foundation:

The Rev. Dr. Wayne Peck, HR (2023B) – North
Elder Frances Irvin, East Liberty (2023B) – East
Elder Stephanie Simmons, Grace Memorial (2023B) – East
Elder Margaret Zabo, Bower Hill (2023B) – West

Synod Permanent Judicial Commission (PJC):

The Rev. Dr. John Welch, At-Large (2026) 
