Litany for Reformation Sunday, October 25, 2020

[bookmark: _GoBack]This litany is based on the resolution adopted by the 224th General Assembly: On Responding to the Covid-19 Pandemic. The resolution calls the church to “commit to continuous discernment of how to meet the social justice, economic, and spiritual challenges of the pandemic. We set aside Sunday, October 25, 2020, Reformation Sunday, as a day of prayer for responding to those challenges.”

L:  Why have you forgotten us completely? Why have your forsaken us these many days?
P:  Restore us to yourself, O Lord, that we may be restored, renew our days as of old.  (Lamentations 5:20-21)

L:  Creator God, from sanctuaries, family rooms, parking lots, and shelters, from north, south, east and west, we gather as your church to embody the Gospel of Jesus Christ, who is the Word made flesh.
P:  As we raise our prayers in this global crisis, raise us to lives bearing witness in word and work, heart and hand, prayer and practice for the healing of the world You so love.

L:  Hear our cries as we mourn the staggering loss of precious lives, more than one million worldwide. Hear the helpless outrage of the most deeply marginalized, many of whom are at the mercy of systems and structures which oppress. Hear the deepest sighs of those cut off from contact or who have no one to care.
P:  We pray for Black, Indigenous persons and People of Color,
  for the LGBTQIA+ community, for immigrant communities,
    for impoverished and working poor persons,
      for people whose jobs and businesses are in jeopardy,
       for homeless persons and those for whom home offers no health or         
        safety, 
         for those who are challenged in body, mind or spirit,
          for older persons, for nursing home residents
           and the hospitalized, for those in prisons,
            for those from high-risk communities who have little choice about
             their jobs,
              for all who have no access to adequate, affordable health care, and
               for nations already struggling with poverty, inequality and 
                exploitation of their resources.

All:  We repent of the role we have played in death-dealing injustice caused by our failure to recognize and love our neighbor. Forgive us. Help us to lay down our place of privilege and pick up the cross to enact the self-giving love of Jesus Christ.

L:  As we consider how to be and do church in the midst of uncertainty and conflicting opinions, guide us so that our choices honor You far above our own desires for normalcy, whatever that may mean.
P:  Inspire the same creativity you gave us when you made this world. Focus our decisions on how to fulfill the Great Ends of the Church, how to care for one another, and how to utilize the best evidence of science for the well-being of the world.


L:  God of all the nations, we pray for leaders in every land, including ours, to respond with wisdom and grace to this medical and economic cataclysm. 
P:  May all seek your peace and justice for their people and for the world.

L:  Grant hope, courage and wisdom on behalf of children and youth who must now move forward into a future where dreams and stability have been radically altered.
P:  We commit to dismantling disparities in education and in access to nutrition, technology and necessary resources. We pray for parents and guardians to have the ability to swallow their own fears as they comfort children and tackle new math.

L:  With gratitude, we support and advocate for the safety of those who put themselves at risk, such as hospital and health care staff, public safety employees, educators and staff, public transportation providers, child care workers, volunteers at food banks and other outreach programs, and the many others whose lives and well-being are just as essential as their jobs.
P:  Show each of us the special gifts you have given so we may nurture the hero within to bring your love, your light and your hope to the world in the way we live as we follow Jesus Christ. Make us your new humans.

L:  On this day when we remember our rich heritage of faith, we join the great cloud of witnesses who trust you to lead us through the wilderness of this pandemic into a land overflowing with justice and peace for all.  

ALL:  For surely I know the plans I have for you, says the Lord, plans for your welfare and not for harm, to give a future with HOPE.
(Jeremiah 29:11)

