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Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 
 
Greetings in the name or our Lord! 
 
The summer is almost over.  I hope everyone has had time to vacation and be refreshed.  With 
the beginning of September the pace of life and ministry quickens.  The same is true in our life 
together as Pittsburgh Presbytery. 
 
On Thursday, September 3, at 10:00 AM Pittsburgh Presbytery will meet at Crestfield Camp & 
Conference Center.  Please come dressed appropriately. 
 
Following are highlights of our work and ministry together: 

§ Mission Trip Reports:  Many churches sent youth and adults on summer mission trips.  We 
will hear reports from some of the teams that shared the love of God near and far. 

§ Morning Worship:  Our opening worship will be spirit-filled and uplifting as members of the 
New Church Development Commission lead us in praising God.  Elder Vera White will be 
preaching.  She recently returned from a trip to Brazil to see how they plant new churches.  
Amazing! 

§ The Committee on Preparation for Ministry will be presenting candidates for examination.  
Your prayerful participation in this historic function of presbytery, i.e. to examine 
candidates for ministry, is important. 

§ New Pastors Introduced:  Pastors who have received calls during the summer will be 
introduced.  Welcome new pastors! 

§ An update by the Transition Task Force as well as the Permanent Pastor to Presbytery 
Search Committee will be presented. 

§ Time will be spent asking commissioners to reflect on how we, as a presbytery, might 
better utilize the spiritual gifts and talents of churches and members to further the work of 
Christ. 

See you on September 3rd! 
 
Yours in Christ, 

 
Rev. Dr. Douglas E. Portz 
Acting Pastor to Presbytery 

http://www.pghpresbytery.org


Seeking to be Faithful Together 
Guidelines for Presbyterians During Times of Disagreement 

In a spirit of trust and love, we promise we will . . .  

Give them a 
hearing ... listen 
before we 
answer. 
John 7:51 and 
Proverbs 18:13 

1.   Treat each other respectfully so as to build trust, believing that we all desire to be                                                                
faithful  to Jesus the Christ: 

 
      • we will keep our conversations and communications open for candid and  
          forthright exchange, 
      • we will not ask questions or make statements in a way which will intimidate or  
          judge others. 
 
2.   Learn about various positions on a topic of disagreement. 
 
3.   State what we think we heard and ask for clarification before responding, in an effort 
      to be sure we understand each other. 

Speak the truth  
in love. 
Ephesians 4:15 

4.   Study the Bible together to better understand what God’s Word says to us in our                                                                                    
disagreement. 

 
5.   Share our concerns directly with individuals or groups with whom we have                             

disagreements in a spirit of love and respect in keeping with Jesus’ teaching. 
 
6.   Focus on ideas and suggestions instead of questioning people’s motives, 
      intelligence or integrity; 
 
     • we will not engage in name-calling or labeling of others prior to, during, or                        

following the discussion. 
 
7.   Share our personal experiences about the subject of disagreement so that others may 
      fully understand our concerns. 

Maintain the 
unity of the spirit 
in the bond of 
peace. 
Ephesians 4:3 

8.   Indicate where we agree with those of other viewpoints as well as where we disagree. 
 
9.   Seek to stay in community with each other thought the discussion may be vigorous 
       and full of tension; 
 
      • we will be ready to forgive and be forgiven. 
 
10. Follow these additional Guidelines when we meet in decision-making bodies: 
 
     • urge persons of various points to speak and promise to listen to these positions                        

seriously; 
      • seek conclusions informed by our points of agreements; 
     • be sensitive to the feelings and concerns of those who do not agree with the majority 

and respect their rights of conscience; 
   • abide by the decision of the majority, and if we disagree with it and wish to change              

it, work for that change in ways which are consistent with the Guidelines. 
 
11. Include our disagreements in our prayers, not praying for the triumph of our  

viewpoints, but seeking God’s grace to listen attentively, to speak clearly, and to                 
remain open to the vision God holds for us all. 

 



DOCKET  
for the 

MEETING OF THE PITTSBURGH PRESBYTERY 
September 3, 2009 

Crestfield Camp and Conference Center 
 

Rev. Dr. Donald Ewing, Moderator, Presiding 
 

Presbytery’s Mission:  To serve the congregations so they are healthy and vital as evidenced by:     † success in 
bringing others to Christ     † vibrant worship     † active participation in the mission of Christ’s church 

 
 

A.   THE CONVENING OF PRESBYTERY 
 1.  Presbytery Constituted with Prayer                    Order of the Day 10 a.m. 
 2.  Announcement of a Quorum and Completion of the Roll   
 
B.   OUR GATHERING IN WORSHIP 

Elder Vera White and The New Church Development Commission 
   

C.   MATTERS FROM THE MODERATOR 
 1.  Moderator’s Opening Comments 

2.  Introduction of Visitors / Seating of Corresponding Members         Order of the Day 10:50 a.m. 
 3.  Greetings from Crestfield Camp and Conference Center 
  
  
D.   ORGANIZATION OF THE MEETING  
 1.  Adoption of the Docket            
 2.  Adoption of the Consent Agenda (Including the Minute Reading Committee Report) 
 3.  Announcement of Intention to introduce new business                      Order of the Day 11 a.m. 
  
E.   MATTERS FROM THE COUNCIL 
  
F.   MATTERS FROM THE STATED CLERK 
 
 

++++++++++++++++++ 
Crestfield Camp and Conference Center Luncheon 

12:30 p.m. – 1:45 p.m. 
++++++++++++++++++ 

 
G.  MATTERS FROM THE BODY  
 1.  Report of the Permanent Pastor to the Presbytery Search Committee  
 2.  Report of the Acting Pastor to the Presbytery 
 3.  Nominations Committee Report 
 4.  Report of the Committee on Preparation  
 5.  Report of the Committee on Ministry  
   
H. NEW BUSINESS 

   Taking up of New Business                                                           Order of the Day 4:00 p.m.  
 

THE DISPERSING OF PRESBYTERY                                  
 1.  Committee on Leave of Absence and Report of the Enrollment Clerk 
 2.  Resolution of Thanks                                                                 Order of the Day 4:10 p.m. 



CONSENT AGENDA 
 

September 3, 2009 
 

Council and all Committees and Ministry Teams of Presbytery are listed below in the order in 
which their reports appear on the Docket of Presbytery.  All consent items listed for each 
group are the same as the Consent Motion items which appear in their reports and which are 
indicated by an asterisk.  The word “None” listed after a particular group on this Consent 
Agenda does not mean that they do not have Items For Action in their reports, but only that 
they have no Consent Motion items.  At the time the motion to approve the Consent Agenda is 
made any Commissioner may request the removal of any Item from the Consent Agenda for 
debate by the Body.  If an item is removed from the Consent Agenda, it will be considered at 
the regularly docketed time for the report of the group to which it belongs. 
 

Items For Consent Action 
   

Organization of the Meeting 
Item 2…Report of the Minute Reading Committee 

 
Matters from the Council 
 Item 2…Financial Statements 
         
Matters from the Stated Clerk 
 Item 2… Ecclesiastical Administrative Commissions to Ordain, Install or Receive 
  
Matters from the Body 
 Nominations Committee  
  None 
 
 Committee on Preparation for Ministry 
  Item 2…Annual Consultations 
  Item 3…Enrollment of Inquirer 
  Item 5…Appointment of Commissions for Ordination 
 
 Committee on Ministry 
  Item 2…Calls 
  Item 3…Administrative Commission to install 
  Item 4…Dissolutions 
  Item 5…Interim Pastors 
  Item 6…Temporary Supply 
  Item 7…Letters of Reception 
  Item 8…Letters of Dismission 
  Item 9…Moderators 
  Item 10…Members at Large 
  Item 11…Vacancy Dues 
  Item 12…Honorable Retirement 
  Item 13…Minimum Terms of Call - 2010 
  Item 14…Request to Close Position 
  Item 15…Permission to Labor 
  Item 16…Commissioned Lay Pastor 
   



REPORT OF THE REGULAR MEETING MINUTE READING COMMITTEE  
(Included/approved, in the Consent Agenda) 
 
The regular meeting Minute Reading Committee met on Thursday, June 4, 2009 at Lebanon 
Presbyterian Church immediately following the regularly stated Presbytery meeting, and read  
the minutes of said meeting.  A quorum was present.   
 
 
 
 P A E  P A E 
Elder Kears Pollock   √ Rev. Douglas Portz   √ 
    Rev. Jay W. Lewis √   
    Rev. Eric Ewing Dennis √    
    Rev. Don Ewing   √ 
    Rev. Karl McDonald √   
Also present:  -- Elders David Green and David Lavender, and the Rev. Stewart Pollock  
 
   
The Committee also subsequently reviewed the minutes of such meeting as they were  
substantially completed.  The Committee recommends approval of the Minutes of the regularly 
stated Presbytery Meeting of Thursday, June 4 2009 at Lebanon Presbyterian Church.  For the 
Committee: The Rev. Eric Ewing Dennis, Chair.  
 
  



 
 

REPORT OF COUNCIL 
To the Meeting of Presbytery September 3, 2009 

 
Regular Meeting of Council  
Pittsburgh Presbytery Council met in a regular meeting on Tuesday, August 18, 2009 at the 
Presbytery Center.  The meeting was opened with prayer and devotions by the Vice Chair, the 
Rev. Dr. Jack Lolla.   A quorum was present.  
 

Items for Information 
 
1.  Welcoming the Rev. Carol Divens Roth, Interim Associate Pastor to the Presbytery for 
Small Congregations 
Council welcomed to Presbytery service the Rev. Carol Divens Roth, recently hired into the 
position of Interim Associate Pastor to the Presbytery for Small Congregations. 
 

 2.   Per Capita Forgiveness, Cross Roads Presbyterian Church, Gibsonia 
 Council approved a request of Cross Roads Presbyterian Church, Gibsonia for forgiveness of 
 $3,771.20 in per capita from 2003 and 2004, a letter having been received from the Session 
 thereof committing to pay the full per capita assessments in the future.   

 
3.   Meetings of Pittsburgh Presbytery…Calendar Year 2010 
Council accepted invitations from the following hosts for meetings of the Pittsburgh Presbytery 
in calendar year 2010: 
 

February 4, 2010        Bethesda United Presbyterian Church (Pittsburgh) 
April 15, 2010             Pittsburgh Theological Seminary 
June 3, 2010              John McMillan Presbyterian Church (Bethel Park) 
September 2, 2010     Crestfield Camp and Conference Center 
October 14, 2010        Longwood at Oakmont (Presbyterian SeniorCare) 
December 9, 2010      Hampton United Presbyterian Church (Gibsonia) 

 
 
4.   Minutes-Reading Schedule…Calendar Year 2010 
Council approved the following times and places during calendar year 2010 for the reading of 
church 2009 minutes, rolls and registers: 
 

Hampton…Saturday, March 6, 2010 (9 a.m.-11 a.m.) 
    Monday, March 8th…Presbytery Center (9 a.m.-11 a.m.) 

 
Beulah…Saturday, April 17, 2010 (9 a.m.-11 a.m.) 

  Monday, April 19th  …Presbytery Center (4 p.m–6 p.m.) 
 

Bethany…Saturday, May 15, 2010 (9 a.m.–11 a.m.) 
   Monday, May 17th …Presbytery Center (9 a.m.-11 a.m.) 

 
Overall Makeup session 
Saturday, June 5, 2010 

Presbytery Center (9 a.m.-11 a.m.) 
 



5.   New Clerks of Session Training Event 
Council confirmed the scheduling of a New Clerks of Session training event for Saturday, 
February 20, 2010 (9 a.m.-Noon) at the Presbytery Center. 
 
6.  Review of Ministry Teams 
Council received and undertook a review of a report outlining the scope and work of each of Council’s 17 
ministry teams. 
 
7.  Council’s Encouragement for Invitations from Churches for Evening and Saturday 
Meetings of Presbytery 
Council encourages congregations which are interested in hosting meetings of the Pittsburgh 
Presbytery to actively consider inviting the Presbytery for evening and Saturday meeting times.  
All indications of interest in hosting a Presbytery meeting should be sent to the attention of the 
Stated Clerk.  
 
 
 

Items for Action 
1. Consent Motions 
Council recommends that the following items #2 be approved by Consent. 
 
*2. Financial Statements April, May, June, 2009 
Council recommends Presbytery receive and file for audit the Presbytery financial statements 
for April, May and June, 2009. 
 

 3.  Approval in Change of 2009 Terms of Call…the Rev. Dr. Douglas Portz 
 Council approved and recommends Presbytery approve a change in the 2009 terms of call of 
 the Rev. Dr. Douglas Portz by increasing his monthly salary $1,488.50 per month, effective 
 February 23, 2009, in recognition of his having reassumed the position of Acting Pastor  to the 
 Presbytery in addition to his duties as Associate Pastor to the Presbytery for Mid-Sized 
 Congregations, such increase to be applicable so long as he holds the additional position.  .  
 [Note:  This adjustment will pay Dr. Portz at the rate he was previously paid when he first served 
 as Acting Pastor to the Presbytery]   
 



Pittsburgh Presbytery
Revenue & Expense Report Prior Year Comparison
As of April 30, 2009

Annual Revenue/ Annual % of Previous Variance
Budget Expense Budget Budget Year to Favorable (Un

2009 To Date Remaining Used Date favorable)
Revenues
Benevolence Giving-Presby. 519,750.00 135,898.53 383,851.47 26.15% 136,075.10 (176.57)
Benevolence Giving-GA & Synod 155,250.00 40,486.63 114,763.37 26.08% 51,814.44 (11,327.81)
Presbyterian Women 20,000.00 0.00 20,000.00 0.00% 4,047.50 (4,047.50)
Per Capita Income 810,000.00 243,540.13 566,459.87 30.07% 308,220.89 (64,680.76)
Trust Income 480,000.00 151,436.12 328,563.88 31.55% 169,067.22 (17,631.10)
Short-term Invest. Income 80,000.00 24,372.49 55,627.51 30.47% 27,065.75 (2,693.26)
Other Income 25,000.00 3,956.24 21,043.76 15.82% 2,672.75 1,283.49
Camp Program Income 506,840.00 126,292.00 380,548.00 24.92% 130,381.95 (4,089.95)
Directed Pledges from Congs. 0.00 59,110.62 (59,110.62) 96,742.95 (37,632.33)
Use of Reserve Funds 147,500.00 59,423.77 88,076.23 40.29% 112,971.22 (53,547.45) Note 2
Pgh. Presbyterian Foundation 250,000.00 532,000.00 (282,000.00) 212.80% 0.00 532,000.00 Note 3
Total Revenues 2,994,340.00 1,376,516.53 1,617,823.47 1,039,059.77 337,456.76 Note 4

Expenses
     Mission to Our Congregations
Crestfield Camp & Conf. Center 602,507.00 143,890.44 458,616.56 23.88% 139,373.26 (4,517.18)
Disciplemaking/Spirit.Growth 10,000.00 2,824.16 7,175.84 28.24% 3,360.61 536.45
Enhancement Grants 147,500.00 51,166.36 96,333.64 34.69% 37,033.47 (14,132.89) Note 5
Pastor Ministry Accounts 21,690.00 2,236.93 19,453.07 10.31% 4,873.96 2,637.03
Personnel 465,732.00 152,360.72 313,371.28 32.71% 127,536.08 (24,824.64)
Resourcenter Expense 19,000.00 18,630.08 369.92 98.05% 23,549.91 4,919.83
Stewardship/Mission Interp. 6,050.00 1,975.00 4,075.00 32.64% 1,599.99 (375.01)
Transformation Commission 10,000.00 20.00 9,980.00 0.20% 35,579.99 35,559.99 Note 6
Sub-Total 1,282,479.00 373,103.69 909,375.31 372,907.27 (196.42)

     Mission Beyond Our Congregations
Ecumenical Partnerships 33,500.00 12,833.32 20,666.68 38.31% 9,833.36 (2,999.96)
GA & Synod Benevolence 155,250.00 40,486.63 114,763.37 26.08% 51,814.44 11,327.81
Malawi Partnership 5,000.00 0.00 5,000.00 0.00% 99.62 99.62
Mission Agencies 200,000.00 116,509.34 83,490.66 58.25% 149,792.95 33,283.61 Note 7
New Church Development 122,500.00 45,703.77 76,796.23 37.31% 67,641.23 21,937.46
Personnel 136,056.00 44,509.87 91,546.13 32.71% 36,714.93 (7,794.94)
Racial & Social Justice Issues 20,750.00 5,006.70 15,743.30 24.13% 2,748.09 (2,258.61)
Urban Interns 15,000.00 6,200.00 8,800.00 41.33% 9,750.00 3,550.00
Sub-Total 688,056.00 271,249.63 416,806.37 328,394.62 57,144.99

     Being the Presbytery
Non-Ecclesiastical Costs 78,125.00 22,470.09 55,654.91 28.76% 17,119.39 (5,350.70)
Administrative/Office Expense 68,625.00 21,853.69 46,771.31 31.85% 16,559.59 (5,294.10)
Council Expense 30,350.00 11,044.83 19,305.17 36.39% 31,940.51 20,895.68 Note 8
Ministry 25,650.00 9,005.18 16,644.82 35.11% 9,013.76 8.58
GA & Synod Per Capita 322,773.00 80,472.54 242,300.46 24.93% 81,216.60 744.06
Personnel 444,800.00 145,513.05 299,286.95 32.71% 111,801.12 (33,711.93)
Property Expense 44,600.00 15,845.81 28,754.19 35.53% 16,641.45 795.64
Stated Clerk Expenses 8,882.00 2,397.62 6,484.38 26.99% 2,377.08 (20.54)
Sub-Total 1,023,805.00 308,602.81 715,202.19 286,669.50 (21,933.31)

Total Expenses 2,994,340.00 952,956.13 2,041,383.87 987,971.39 35,015.26 Note 9
Net Total: 0.00 423,560.40 (423,560.40) 51,088.38 372,472.02



 
April 2009 Summary Financial Statement 

Treasurer Notes and Comments on Variances 
 

 
General Notes 
Note 1. This statement is a summary of only the operating budget funds of Pittsburgh Presbytery.  It does not 

include any proceeds from the settlements with Beverly Heights U. P. Church, Memorial Park 
Presbyterian Church or Fourth Presbyterian Church or the sale of church buildings. 

 
Revenue Notes 
Note 2. Budgeted Use of Reserve Funds is down $122,500 as compared to last year, so a decrease is 

expected. 
 
Note 3. Council needs to ratify including $250,000 in the operating budget and decide how the remaining 

funds will be used. 
 
Note 4. Removing Directed Pledges from Congregations, Use of Reserve Funds and Pgh. Presbyterian 

Foundation support, the actual income for 2009 is $726,982 and $833,296 for 2008.  Therefore 
income is actually down $106,314 as compared to last year. 

 
Expense Notes 
Note 5. The 2009 Enhancement Grant expenses of $51,166 consist of $36,666 in budgeted support, $5,000 in 

designated giving from congregations and $9,500 in Use of Reserve Funds. 
 
Note 6. The Transformation budget was reduced by $75,000 so a reduction in expense is to be expected. 
 
Note 7. The 2009 Mission Agencies expenses of $116,509 consist of $63,398 in budgeted support of 

validated mission agencies and $53,111 in support of validated mission agencies directly from 
congregations. 

  
Note 8. The 2008 Council expense includes Denominational Property and Transition expenses totaling 

$29,034 while only $9,207 was spent in 2009 for Transition and Convocation expenses. 
 
Note 9. Removing Directed Giving from Congregations and use of Reserve Funds, actual expenses for 2009 

are $835,422 and $782.207 for 2008.  Therefore expenses are actually up $53,215 as compared to last 
year. 

 
  
          Dorothy Winter 
          Financial Secretary 
 
C:\finnote 4       

 



Pittsburgh Presbytery
Revenue & Expense Report Prior Year Comparison
As of May 31, 2009

Annual Revenue/ Annual % of Previous Variance
Budget Expense Budget Budget Year to Favorable (Un

2009 To Date Remaining Used Date favorable)
Revenues
Benevolence Giving-Presby. 385,000.00 155,386.83 229,613.17 40.36% 163,313.80 (7,926.97)
Benevolence Giving-GA & Synod 115,000.00 41,349.82 73,650.18 35.96% 54,872.78 (13,522.96)
Presbyterian Women 10,000.00 5,864.59 4,135.41 58.65% 4,047.50 1,817.09
Per Capita Income 700,000.00 298,465.21 401,534.79 42.64% 338,011.91 (39,546.70)
Trust Income 480,000.00 194,014.75 285,985.25 40.42% 211,324.64 (17,309.89)
Short-term Invest. Income 70,000.00 30,371.01 39,628.99 43.39% 33,475.36 (3,104.35)
Other Income 25,000.00 6,750.58 18,249.42 27.00% 3,273.42 3,477.16
Camp Program Income 483,105.00 149,822.39 333,282.61 31.01% 164,242.58 (14,420.19)
Directed Pledges from Congs. 0.00 64,410.62 (64,410.62) 99,647.95 (35,237.33)
Use of Reserve Funds 147,500.00 71,564.31 75,935.69 48.52% 131,820.42 (60,256.11) Note 2
Pgh. Presbyterian Foundation 375,000.00 532,000.00 (157,000.00) 141.87% 0.00 532,000.00
Total Revenues 2,790,605.00 1,550,000.11 1,240,604.89 1,204,030.36 345,969.75 Note 3

Expenses
     Mission to Our Congregations
Crestfield Camp & Conf. Center 582,890.00 190,101.59 392,788.41 32.61% 179,096.29 (11,005.30)
Disciplemaking/Spirit.Growth 7,750.00 2,827.67 4,922.33 36.49% 3,734.26 906.59
Enhancement Grants 132,500.00 64,832.95 67,667.05 48.93% 44,041.84 (20,791.11) Note 4
Pastor Ministry Accounts 17,690.00 3,598.12 14,091.88 20.34% 6,894.86 3,296.74
Personnel 443,037.00 190,362.84 252,674.16 42.97% 159,815.19 (30,547.65)
Resourcenter Expense 17,400.00 18,411.86 (1,011.86) 105.82% 22,198.90 3,787.04
Stewardship/Mission Interp. 5,050.00 1,975.00 3,075.00 39.11% 1,284.99 (690.01)
Transformation Commission 10,000.00 249.00 9,751.00 2.49% 37,079.52 36,830.52 Note 5
Sub-Total 1,216,317.00 472,359.03 743,957.97 454,145.85 (18,213.18)

     Mission Beyond Our Congregations
Ecumenical Partnerships 26,500.00 15,166.65 11,333.35 57.23% 14,166.70 (999.95)
GA & Synod Benevolence 115,250.00 41,349.82 73,900.18 35.88% 54,872.78 13,522.96
Malawi Partnership 3,000.00 0.00 3,000.00 0.00% 129.62 129.62
Mission Agencies 162,000.00 131,409.02 30,590.98 81.12% 187,656.59 56,247.57 Note 6
New Church Development 122,500.00 54,065.31 68,434.69 44.13% 83,690.90 29,625.59
Personnel 129,426.00 55,611.62 73,814.38 42.97% 46,007.40 (9,604.22)
Racial & Social Justice Issues 14,374.00 5,286.69 9,087.31 36.78% 3,623.79 (1,662.90)
Urban Interns 15,000.00 7,750.00 7,250.00 51.67% 11,050.00 3,300.00
Sub-Total 588,050.00 310,639.11 277,410.89 401,197.78 90,558.67

     Being the Presbytery
Non-Ecclesiastical Costs 69,875.00 28,486.80 41,388.20 40.77% 29,490.91 1,004.11
Administrative/Office Expense 65,875.00 27,716.22 38,158.78 42.07% 28,791.16 1,074.94
Council Expense 34,850.00 16,235.82 18,614.18 46.59% 42,715.90 26,480.08 Note 7
Ministry 24,050.00 9,930.58 14,119.42 41.29% 10,814.36 883.78
GA & Synod Per Capita 315,773.00 80,472.54 235,300.46 25.48% 81,216.60 744.06
Personnel 423,125.00 181,807.20 241,317.80 42.97% 140,097.73 (41,709.47)
Property Expense 44,208.00 23,019.06 21,188.94 52.07% 23,790.97 771.91
Stated Clerk Expenses 8,482.00 2,896.12 5,585.88 34.14% 2,771.66 (124.46)
Sub-Total 986,238.00 370,564.34 615,673.66 359,689.29 (10,875.05)

Total Expenses 2,790,605.00 1,153,562.48 1,637,042.52 1,215,032.92 61,470.44 Note 8
Net Total: 0.00 396,437.63 (396,437.63) (11,002.56) 407,440.19



 
May 2009 Summary Financial Statement 

Treasurer Notes and Comments on Variances 
 

 
General Notes 
Note 1. This statement is a summary of only the operating budget funds of Pittsburgh Presbytery.  It does not 

include any proceeds from the settlements with Beverly Heights U. P. Church, Memorial Park 
Presbyterian Church or Fourth Presbyterian Church or the sale of church buildings. 

 
Revenue Notes 
Note 2. Budgeted Use of Reserve Funds is down $122,500 as compared to last year, so a decrease is 

expected. 
 
Note 3. Removing Directed Pledges from Congregations, Use of Reserve Funds and Pgh. Presbyterian 

Foundation support, the actual income for 2009 is $883,025 and $976,512 for 2008.  Therefore 
income is actually down $93,487 as compared to last year. 

 
Expense Notes 
Note 4. The 2009 Enhancement Grant expenses of $64,833 consist of $45,833 in budgeted support, $7,500 in 

designated giving from congregations and $11,500 in Use of Reserve Funds. 
 
Note 5. The Transformation budget was reduced by $75,000 so a reduction in expense is to be expected. 
 
Note 6. The 2009 Mission Agencies expenses of $131,409 consist of $75,498 in budgeted support of 

validated mission agencies and $55,911 in support of validated mission agencies directly from 
congregations. 

  
Note 7. The 2008 Council expense includes Denominational Property and Transition expenses totaling 

$39,602 while only $14,203 was spent in 2009 for Transition and Convocation expenses. 
 
Note 8. Removing Directed Giving from Congregations and use of Reserve Funds, actual expenses for 2009 

are $1,018,588 and $987,515 for 2008.  Therefore expenses are actually up $31,073 as compared to 
last year. 

 
  
          Dorothy Winter 
          Financial Secretary 
 
C:\finnote 5       

 



Pittsburgh Presbytery
Revenue & Expense Report Prior Year Comparison
As of June 30, 2009

Annual Revenue/ Annual % of Previous Variance
Budget Expense Budget Budget Year to Favorable (Un

2009 To Date Remaining Used Date favorable)
Revenues
Benevolence Giving-Presby. 385,000.00 168,683.01 216,316.99 43.81% 191,824.77 (23,141.76)
Benevolence Giving-GA & Synod 115,000.00 49,649.55 65,350.45 43.17% 66,205.58 (16,556.03)
Presbyterian Women 10,000.00 8,037.09 1,962.91 80.37% 6,457.50 1,579.59
Per Capita Income 700,000.00 333,086.91 366,913.09 47.58% 384,719.70 (51,632.79)
Trust Income 480,000.00 236,672.65 243,327.35 49.31% 258,952.62 (22,279.97)
Short-term Invest. Income 70,000.00 36,773.92 33,226.08 52.53% 39,982.72 (3,208.80)
Other Income 25,000.00 9,950.58 15,049.42 39.80% 3,822.80 6,127.78
Camp Program Income 483,105.00 198,776.32 284,328.68 41.15% 195,245.56 3,530.76
Directed Pledges from Congs. 0.00 77,041.62 (77,041.62) 124,099.95 (47,058.33)
Use of Reserve Funds 147,500.00 90,654.08 56,845.92 61.46% 148,527.84 (57,873.76) Note 2
Pgh. Presbyterian Foundation 375,000.00 532,000.00 (157,000.00) 141.87% 0.00 532,000.00
Total Revenues 2,790,605.00 1,741,325.73 1,049,279.27 1,419,839.04 321,486.69 Note 3

Expenses
     Mission to Our Congregations
Crestfield Camp & Conf. Center 582,890.00 241,896.49 340,993.51 41.50% 247,253.57 5,357.08
Disciplemaking/Spirit.Growth 7,750.00 2,928.46 4,821.54 37.79% 6,306.18 3,377.72
Enhancement Grants 132,500.00 78,749.54 53,750.46 59.43% 58,300.21 (20,449.33) Note 4
Pastor Ministry Accounts 17,690.00 4,789.83 12,900.17 27.08% 5,850.83 1,061.00
Personnel 443,037.00 229,513.33 213,523.67 51.80% 198,952.79 (30,560.54)
Resourcenter Expense 17,400.00 20,548.86 (3,148.86) 118.10% 22,392.70 1,843.84
Stewardship/Mission Interp. 5,050.00 1,399.00 3,651.00 27.70% 709.99 (689.01)
Transformation Commission 10,000.00 249.00 9,751.00 2.49% 40,192.32 39,943.32 Note 5
Sub-Total 1,216,317.00 580,074.51 636,242.49 579,958.59 (115.92)

     Mission Beyond Our Congregations
Ecumenical Partnerships 26,500.00 17,499.98 9,000.02 66.04% 16,500.04 (999.94)
GA & Synod Benevolence 115,250.00 49,649.55 65,600.45 43.08% 66,205.58 16,556.03
Malawi Partnership 3,000.00 0.00 3,000.00 0.00% 246.69 246.69
Mission Agencies 162,000.00 155,004.54 6,995.46 95.68% 226,608.59 71,604.05 Note 6
New Church Development 122,500.00 71,655.08 50,844.92 58.49% 96,635.52 24,980.44
Personnel 129,426.00 67,048.84 62,377.16 51.80% 57,274.29 (9,774.55)
Racial & Social Justice Issues 14,374.00 9,269.84 5,104.16 64.49% 7,423.79 (1,846.05)
Urban Interns 15,000.00 8,750.00 6,250.00 58.33% 11,700.00 2,950.00
Sub-Total 588,050.00 378,877.83 209,172.17 482,594.50 103,716.67

     Being the Presbytery
Non-Ecclesiastical Costs 69,875.00 38,763.62 31,111.38 55.48% 34,426.98 (4,336.64)
Administrative/Office Expense 65,875.00 37,838.85 28,036.15 57.44% 33,587.28 (4,251.57)
Council Expense 34,850.00 16,807.32 18,042.68 48.23% 42,815.90 26,008.58 Note 7
Ministry 24,050.00 10,165.31 13,884.69 42.27% 13,300.93 3,135.62
GA & Synod Per Capita 315,773.00 160,945.11 154,827.89 50.97% 162,433.20 1,488.09
Personnel 423,125.00 219,198.13 203,926.87 51.80% 174,406.67 (44,791.46)
Property Expense 44,208.00 24,990.26 19,217.74 56.53% 25,961.15 970.89
Stated Clerk Expenses 8,482.00 3,394.62 5,087.38 40.02% 3,166.24 (228.38)
Sub-Total 986,238.00 512,103.22 474,134.78 490,098.35 (22,004.87)

Total Expenses 2,790,605.00 1,471,055.56 1,319,549.44 1,552,651.44 81,595.88 Note 8
Net Total: 0.00 270,270.17 (270,270.17) (132,812.40) 403,082.57



 
June 2009 Summary Financial Statement 

Treasurer Notes and Comments on Variances 
 

 
General Notes 
Note 1. This statement is a summary of only the operating budget funds of Pittsburgh Presbytery.  It does not 

include any proceeds from the settlements with Beverly Heights U. P. Church, Memorial Park 
Presbyterian Church or Fourth Presbyterian Church or the sale of church buildings. 

 
Revenue Notes 
Note 2. Budgeted Use of Reserve Funds is down $122,500 as compared to last year, so a decrease is 

expected. 
 
Note 3. Removing Directed Pledges from Congregations, Use of Reserve Funds and Pgh. Presbyterian 

Foundation support, the actual income for 2009 is $1,042,630 and $1,151,161 for 2008.  Therefore 
income is actually down $108,531 as compared to last year. 

 
Expense Notes 
Note 4. The 2009 Enhancement Grant expenses of $78,750 consist of $55,000 in budgeted support, $7,750 in 

designated giving from congregations and $16,000 in Use of Reserve Funds. 
 
Note 5. The Transformation budget was reduced by $75,000 so a reduction in expense is to be expected. 
 
Note 6. The 2009 Mission Agencies expenses of $155,005 consist of $86,713 in budgeted support of 

validated mission agencies and $68,292 in support of validated mission agencies directly from 
congregations. 

  
Note 7. The 2008 Council expense includes Denominational Property and Transition expenses totaling 

$39,602 while only $14,677 was spent in 2009 for Transition and Convocation expenses. 
 
Note 8. Removing Directed Giving from Congregations and use of Reserve Funds, actual expenses for 2009 

are $1,304,360 and $1,283,974 for 2008.  Therefore expenses are actually up $20,386 as compared to 
last year. 

 
  
          Dorothy Winter 
          Financial Secretary 
 
C:\finnote 6       

 



     PER  CAPITA REPORT
                                FOR PRESBYTERY, SYNOD AND GENERAL ASSEMBLY

       AS OF JULY 31, 2009
TOTAL OF

PER CAPITA AMT. PAID BALANCE YEAR MULTIPLE
NO. CHURCH NAME DUE TO DATE DUE DUE YEARS

41 Amity 1,597.35 800.00 797.35 2009
3 Aspinwall 2,986.35 1,986.35 1,000.00 2009
6 Bakerstown, First 23,427.80 17,570.85 5,856.95 2009
7 Baldwin U P 2,615.95 0.00 2,615.95 2009

119 Beechview U P 1,057.91 764.50 293.41 2007
900.48 0.00 900.48 2008
856.55 0.00 856.55 2009 2,050.44

120 Bellefield 6,505.15 4,878.87 1,626.28 2009
8 Bellevue U P 2,361.30 590.33 1,770.97 2009

10 Ben Avon, The Community 9,607.25 4,803.63 4,803.62 2009
18 Bethany 19,098.75 4,774.50 14,324.25 2009

*** 89 Bethel U P, Monroeville 2,955.14 0.00 2,955.14 2006
2,266.95 0.00 2,266.95 2007
1,886.72 943.36 943.36 2008
2,222.40 0.00 2,222.40 2009 8,387.85

12 Bethel, Bethel Park 9,815.60 4,908.00 4,907.60 2009
46 Bethesda U P, Elizabeth 2,958.72 739.68 2,219.04 2008

3,078.95 0.00 3,078.95 2009 5,297.99
121 Bethesda U P, Pittsburgh 2,465.60 0.00 2,465.60 2008

2,847.45 0.00 2,847.45 2009 5,313.05
26 Beulah U P 18,936.70 9,468.36 9,468.34 2009

122 Bidwell St. U P 25,574.31 8,286.12 17,288.19 2006 & prior
4,577.08 0.00 4,577.08 2007
4,352.32 0.00 4,352.32 2008
5,648.60 0.00 5,648.60 2009 31,866.19

78 Boston, First 15,198.05 3,205.25 11,992.80 2006 & prior
1,057.91 238.40 819.51 2007
1,093.44 0.00 1,093.44 2008
1,203.80 0.00 1,203.80 2009 15,109.55

94 Bower Hill Community 6,991.30 1,747.75 5,243.55 2009
15 Braddock, First U P 509.30 0.00 509.30 2009
17 Brentwood 6,366.25 3,186.25 3,180.00 2009

124 Brighton-McClure 9,680.50 4,179.66 5,500.84 2006 & prior
2,051.05 1,081.71 969.34 2007
1,822.40 771.84 1,050.56 2008
1,666.80 0.00 1,666.80 2009 9,187.54

125 Brookline Blvd. U P 2,291.85 0.00 2,291.85 2009
19 Buena Vista U 648.20 648.20 0.00 2009

183 Bull Creek U P 4,630.00 2,000.00 2,630.00 2009
50 Calvert Memorial U P 1,758.54 261.00 1,497.54 2006 & prior

906.78 0.00 906.78 2007
900.48 0.00 900.48 2008
879.70 0.00 879.70 2009 4,184.50

20 Carnegie 3,704.00 2,778.00 926.00 2009
23 Castle Shannon, First 1,852.00 1,080.31 771.69 2009
79 Central, McKeesport 5,874.56 4,357.68 1,516.88 2008

6,343.10 2,905.12 3,437.98 2009 4,954.86
184 Central, Tarentum 3,473.28 2,272.57 1,200.71 2008

3,588.25 0.00 3,588.25 2009 4,788.96
209 Chartiers Valley U P 1,852.00 1,389.00 463.00 2009
24 Cheswick 3,323.20 0.00 3,323.20 2008

3,541.95 0.00 3,541.95 2009 6,865.15
85 Christ Community 1,424.42 1,159.98 264.44 2006

1,666.80 800.00 866.80 2009 1,131.24
27 Clairton, First 6,283.37 3,884.70 2,398.67 2006 & prior

1,791.97 1,132.69 659.28 2007
1,650.88 856.68 794.20 2008
1,828.85 500.00 1,328.85 2009 5,181.00

30 Clinton U P 6,346.24 4,869.74 1,476.50 2008
6,829.25 0.00 6,829.25 2009 8,305.75

114 Community House 2,199.25 2,199.25 0.00 2009
126 Comm of Reconcil 486.15 121.54 364.61 2009
127 Concord 2,384.45 2,384.45 0.00 2009
33 Coraopolis, The P C 7,139.52 1,784.88 5,354.64 2008

7,384.85 0.00 7,384.85 2009 12,739.49



TOTAL OF
PER CAPITA AMT. PAID BALANCE YEAR MULTIPLE

NO. CHURCH NAME DUE TO DATE DUE DUE YEARS
174 Covenant Community 4,145.28 1,005.27 3,140.01 2007

4,116.48 0.00 4,116.48 2008
4,444.80 0.00 4,444.80 2009 11,701.29

36 Crafton Hts., First U P 4,213.30 4,213.30 0.00 2009
35 Crafton U 4,467.95 3,000.00 1,467.95 2009
57 Cross Roads, Gibsonia 6,861.20 3,090.00 3,771.20 2004 & prior

2,569.65 2,569.65 0.00 2009 3,771.20
90 Cross Roads, Monroeville 10,672.52 9,099.00 1,573.52 2006

10,471.15 3,875.62 6,595.53 2007
8,820.15 4,429.00 4,391.15 2009 12,560.20

58 Deer Creek U P 1,350.72 0.00 1,350.72 2008
1,435.30 0.00 1,435.30 2009 2,786.02

40 Dormont 4,004.95 2,002.48 2,002.47 2009
42 Duquesne, First 2,523.35 0.00 2,523.35 2009

128 East Liberty 14,630.80 14,630.80 0.00 2009
25 East Union 8,843.30 2,210.83 6,632.47 2009

129 Eastminster 4,728.21 3,546.15 1,182.06 2007
4,699.45 2,349.72 2,349.73 2009 3,531.79

45 Edgewood, First 4,004.95 0.00 4,004.95 2009
62 Elfinwild 16,019.80 12,014.85 4,004.95 2009
47 Elizabeth, First 2,315.00 1,157.50 1,157.50 2009
49 Emsworth U P 2,199.25 0.00 2,199.25 2009

171 Forest Avenue U P 2,315.00 600.00 1,715.00 2009
31 Forest Grove Community 902.85 677.14 225.71 2009
53 Forest Hills 5,093.00 0.00 5,093.00 2009
54 Fox Chapel 36,414.95 18,207.48 18,207.47 2009

134 Friendship Comm 1,643.65 1,643.65 0.00 2009
59 Gibsonia, First 14,036.24 5,027.50 9,008.74 2006 & prior

2,677.16 0.00 2,677.16 2007
2,658.56 0.00 2,658.56 2008
2,870.60 0.00 2,870.60 2009 17,215.06

76 Gladden U P 2,315.00 1,736.25 578.75 2009
63 Glenshaw 10,417.50 5,208.76 5,208.74 2009
64 Glenshaw Valley 2,778.00 1,389.00 1,389.00 2009

135 Grace Memorial 7,353.92 0.00 7,353.92 2008
6,829.25 0.00 6,829.25 2009 14,183.17

151 Grand View U P 2,260.98 1,200.00 1,060.98 2006 & prior
1,165.86 600.00 565.86 2007
1,243.52 700.00 543.52 2008
1,319.55 600.00 719.55 2009 2,889.91

**** 136 Greenfield 1,275.60 0.00 1,275.60 2006
1,122.68 0.00 1,122.68 2007
1,114.88 0.00 1,114.88 2008
1,273.25 0.00 1,273.25 2009 4,786.41

137 Hamilton 9,144.25 6,858.18 2,286.07 2009
60 Hampton U P 16,968.95 2,138.00 14,830.95 2009
38 Hawthorne Avenue 1,018.60 1,018.60 0.00 2009

138 Hazelwood 2,245.36 0.00 2,245.36 2007
2,229.76 0.00 2,229.76 2008
2,407.60 0.00 2,407.60 2009 6,882.72

70 Hebron, Clinton 2,310.13 2,310.13 0.00 2007
2,358.40 2,358.40 0.00 2008
2,639.10 659.78 1,979.32 2009 1,979.32

** 107 Hebron, Penn Hills 132,891.65 96,949.98 35,941.67 2006 & prior
17,034.51 12,308.20 4,726.31 2007
16,701.76 0.00 16,701.76 2008
17,709.75 0.00 17,709.75 2009 75,079.49

56 Heritage U P 4,074.40 0.00 4,074.40 2009
109 Hiland 8,935.90 4,467.96 4,467.94 2009
91 Hillcrest U P 4,954.10 1,610.00 3,344.10 2009
14 Hoboken 2,336.96 1,752.72 584.24 2008

1,643.65 0.00 1,643.65 2009 2,227.89
69 Homestead 5,787.50 0.00 5,787.50 2009

*** 80 Immanuel U P 8,547.71 5,257.55 3,290.16 2006 & prior
3,001.01 100.00 2,901.01 2007
2,830.08 609.34 2,220.74 2008
3,078.95 396.25 2,682.70 2009 11,094.61

72 Indianola U P 388.62 0.00 388.62 2007
416.70 0.00 416.70 2009 805.32



TOTAL OF
PER CAPITA AMT. PAID BALANCE YEAR MULTIPLE

NO. CHURCH NAME DUE TO DATE DUE DUE YEARS
74 U P Church of Ingram 40,517.93 19,264.99 21,252.94 2006 & prior

3,562.35 1,327.06 2,235.29 2007
3,408.96 1,147.72 2,261.24 2008
3,680.85 1,186.19 2,494.66 2009 28,244.13

28 Jefferson U P 3,264.15 0.00 3,264.15 2009
13 John McMillan 10,857.35 5,428.68 5,428.67 2009
86 Ken Mawr U P 12,107.45 6,053.72 6,053.73 2009

192 Kerr 833.40 416.70 416.70 2009
140 Knoxville United 16,781.13 8,229.39 8,551.74 2004 & prior

2,374.90 0.00 2,374.90 2007
2,453.90 0.00 2,453.90 2009 13,380.54

141 Korean U P 3,125.25 3,125.25 0.00 2009
197 Lebanon 8,797.00 0.00 8,797.00 2009
84 Liberty 4,028.10 2,014.08 2,014.02 2009

143 Lincoln Place 1,250.10 555.60 694.50 2009
44 Linway 5,617.28 5,617.28 0.00 2008

6,042.15 3,021.08 3,021.07 2009 3,021.07
100 Logans Ferry U P 16,927.32 2,111.97 14,815.35 2006 & prior

2,504.44 0.00 2,504.44 2007
2,487.04 0.00 2,487.04 2008
2,615.95 0.00 2,615.95 2009 22,422.78

103 Montours 17,948.28 6,644.65 11,303.63 2006 & prior
2,137.41 1,088.55 1,048.86 2007
2,754.85 1,235.43 1,519.42 2009 13,871.91

92 Moon Run U P 1,620.50 810.26 810.24 2009
116 Mosaic Community 1,088.05 0.00 1,088.05 2009
108 Mt. Hope U P 12,910.72 0.00 12,910.72 2006 & prior

6,045.20 0.00 6,045.20 2007
5,424.32 2,069.67 3,354.65 2008
5,370.80 2,000.00 3,370.80 2009 25,681.37

95 Mt. Lebanon U P 18,357.95 0.00 18,357.95 2009
178 Mt. Nebo U P 3,670.30 0.00 3,670.30 2007

3,194.56 0.00 3,194.56 2008
3,403.05 0.00 3,403.05 2009 10,267.91

67 Mt. Pisgah 3,935.50 1,968.00 1,967.50 2009
200 Mt. Pleasant U P 3,634.55 2,725.92 908.63 2009
82 Mt. Vernon Community 8,525.26 5,934.35 2,590.91 2006

8,554.56 1,096.37 7,458.19 2008
8,287.70 642.27 7,645.43 2009 17,694.53

150 Mt. Washington, The PC 1,865.28 502.00 1,363.28 2008
1,828.85 381.00 1,447.85 2009 2,811.13

205 Mulberry U P 1,527.90 1,527.90 0.00 2009
98 Natrona Hts. 7,675.52 5,602.70 2,072.82 2008

9,028.50 0.00 9,028.50 2009 11,101.32
99 Neville Island 2,344.72 0.00 2,344.72 2006 & prior

1,187.45 0.00 1,187.45 2007
1,007.68 0.00 1,007.68 2008
1,064.90 0.00 1,064.90 2009 5,604.75

101 Noblestown U P 1,504.75 0.00 1,504.75 2009
199 North Hills U P 1,574.20 787.10 787.10 2009

** 9 Northminster 5,229.96 2,679.20 2,550.76 2006
5,419.09 1,731.90 3,687.19 2007
5,102.72 1,624.35 3,478.37 2008
5,509.70 1,337.43 4,172.27 2009 13,888.59

110 Northmont U P 15,556.80 11,667.60 3,889.20 2009
104 Oakdale U P 3,078.95 2,309.22 769.73 2009
105 Oakmont 12,639.90 6,319.96 6,319.94 2009
195 Olivet U P 1,898.30 0.00 1,898.30 2009

2 Parkwood U P 10,186.00 5,093.00 5,093.00 2009
111 Pine Creek 439.85 0.00 439.85 2009
131 Pittsburgh, First 7,292.25 1,515.80 5,776.45 2009
169 Pleasant Hills Community 34,771.30 26,078.49 8,692.81 2009
187 Pleasant Unity U P 18,789.11 5,135.73 13,653.38 2006 & prior

4,425.95 0.00 4,425.95 2007
4,395.20 0.00 4,395.20 2008
4,745.75 397.75 4,348.00 2009 26,822.53

170 Plum Creek, The P C 9,840.96 4,559.61 5,281.35 2008
9,514.65 4,409.18 5,105.47 2009 10,386.82

22 Rennerdale, First U P 2,523.35 0.00 2,523.35 2009
65 Riverdale U P 3,773.45 2,830.09 943.36 2009



TOTAL OF
PER CAPITA AMT. PAID BALANCE YEAR MULTIPLE

NO. CHURCH NAME DUE TO DATE DUE DUE YEARS
115 Riverview U P 15,657.60 14,297.02 1,360.58 2004 & prior

4,143.85 3,107.88 1,035.97 2009 2,396.55
173 Ross Community 2,315.00 1,736.25 578.75 2009
48 Round Hill 4,952.64 1,390.00 3,562.64 2008

4,907.80 0.00 4,907.80 2009 8,470.44
83 Sampson's Mills 4,491.10 2,245.55 2,245.55 2009

207 Second U P, Wilkinsburg 1,736.25 868.12 868.13 2009
176 Sewickley, The P C 24,353.80 12,176.90 12,176.90 2009
158 Shadyside 22,478.65 16,858.98 5,619.67 2009
34 Sharon Community 9,236.85 6,927.00 2,309.85 2009

161 Sixth 5,023.55 3,767.67 1,255.88 2009
162 South Side 11,074.70 1,215.58 9,859.12 2006 & prior

1,338.58 348.56 990.02 2007
1,393.60 348.56 1,045.04 2008
1,481.60 0.00 1,481.60 2009 13,375.78

96 Southminster 35,488.95 8,872.26 26,616.69 2009
181 Springdale U P 5,069.85 1,267.46 3,802.39 2009
177 St. Andrew's U P 1,458.45 729.22 729.23 2009
97 Sunset Hills U P 6,945.00 4,051.25 2,893.75 2009

182 Swissvale U P 2,870.60 1,434.00 1,436.60 2009
185 Tarentum, First U P 6,517.76 3,545.46 2,972.30 2008

6,690.35 2,280.48 4,409.87 2009 7,382.17
163 Third 9,074.80 6,806.10 2,268.70 2009
188 Turtle Creek, First U P 1,319.55 659.78 659.77 2009
87 Union, Robinson Twp 13,797.40 10,348.05 3,449.35 2009

208 Union, Wilmerding 463.00 0.00 463.00 2009
189 Unity U P 10,795.00 3,190.27 7,604.73 2007

10,912.96 2,838.94 8,074.02 2008
10,440.65 2,945.75 7,494.90 2009 23,173.65

*** 190 Universal U P 4,426.41 2,865.97 1,560.44 2006 & prior
2,223.77 884.21 1,339.56 2007
2,477.05 1,857.78 619.27 2009 3,519.27

*** 71 Valley 5,442.56 5,012.28 430.28 2006
5,203.19 2,933.47 2,269.72 2007
4,722.60 2,361.30 2,361.30 2009 5,061.30

166 Valley View 1,525.14 1,371.03 154.11 2005
1,791.97 0.00 1,791.97 2007
1,843.84 0.00 1,843.84 2008
1,990.90 0.00 1,990.90 2009 5,780.82

194 Verona U P 1,372.16 686.08 686.08 2008
1,481.60 370.40 1,111.20 2009 1,797.28

66 Wallace Memorial 10,070.25 5,035.12 5,035.13 2009
168 Waverley U P 2,824.30 2,118.24 706.06 2009
191 Westminster 39,794.85 19,897.44 19,897.41 2009
201 Wexford Community U P 5,255.05 3,941.28 1,313.77 2009
202 Whitehall U P 6,131.56 0.00 6,131.56 2007

5,788.80 1,447.20 4,341.60 2008
6,273.65 1,568.41 4,705.24 2009 15,178.40

TOTALS 1,622,414.12 696,702.73 925,711.39

* Indicates churches that are withholding the Pittsburgh Presbytery portion of their per capita.
** Indicates churches that are withholding the General Assembly/Synod portion of their per capita.
*** Indicates churches that are currently negotiating a payment plan with Pittsburgh Presbytery.
**** Indicates churches that are withholding all per capita payments.

                  SUMMARY OF PER CAPITA DUE BY YEAR

2006 & prior 201,158.17
2007 81,896.89
2008 126,793.09
2009 515,863.24

925,711.39



REPORT OF THE STATED CLERK 
September 3, 2009 

  
 

Items for Information 
 
1. Correspondence 

During the reported period since the last regularly stated Presbytery meeting, 
correspondence that was received was responded to and/or appropriately routed for 
review and response in due course. 

 
 
2. Rev. Ray Luber Removed from the Rolls 
   I announce with regret that effective May 31, 2009 the Rev. Ray Luber was removed 
 from the rolls of the Pittsburgh Presbytery and the Presbyterian Church (USA) under 
 provisions of G-11.0416 of the Book of Order, in that on Sunday, May 31, 2009 he 
 became a member of Grace United Church of Christ and was received that day into the 
 United Church of Christ as an ordained minister with full standing.    
 
 
3.   Relevant  Dates and Deadlines for Overtures to the 219th General Assembly 
 Pittsburgh Presbytery presbyters and sessions may wish to be aware of the following 
 deadlines and dates related to the submission of overtures to the next General 
 Assembly. 
 
 [From the General Assembly Standing Rules]  Overtures to the 219th General 
 Assembly (2010): July 3-10, 2010 (Minneapolis, MN).    
 Deadlines for submitting Overtures to General Assembly are as follows: 
 
 120-day deadline: Overtures requesting amendment to or interpretation of the Book 
 March 5, 2010 of Order.   
 
 
 60-day deadline: Overtures having financial implications for current or future   
 May 4, 2010  budgets. 
       
 
 45-day deadline: All other overtures. 
      May 19, 2010 
 
 30-day deadline: Time by which consultation with affected entity must have   
 June 3, 2010  occurred. 
       
 
 Overtures not timely received will be returned to the originating governing body.  All 
 deadlines are  postmark deadlines. 
 
 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
 
 
 
 
 



Item 3, Con’t. 
 
 [From the Pittsburgh Presbytery Manual] 
 Pittsburgh Presbytery Relevant Deadlines and Dates for General Assembly 
 Overtures 

 
 PITTSBURGH PRESBYTERY MANUAL…CHAPTER THIRTEEN 3.260-13.271 

 
F. Overtures and Petitions 13.260 

 
1. Any session, presbyter, standing committee or unit may petition 13.261 

Presbytery to forward an overture to the General Assembly.  Petitions from 
sessions and presbyters shall be filed with the Stated Clerk no later than three (3) 
weeks before the Presbytery meeting at which it is to be presented and shall be 
referred to the appropriate standing committee or ministry team for study and 
recommendation. The petition shall be mailed with the docket for the meeting at 
which it is to be presented.  

 
 All petitions to amend the Book of Order shall be acted upon no later than the    
 February meeting of Presbytery.  All petitions urging programmatic action shall be  
 acted upon in time to forward the petition as an overture to the General Assembly  
 sixty (60) days before the convening of the General Assembly. 

 
 
 Pittsburgh Presbytery Meeting Dates: 
  October 15, 2009…(Three weeks before is September 24, 2009) 
  December 3, 2009…(Three weeks before is November 12, 2009) 
   
  February 4, 2010…(Three weeks before is January 14, 2010) 
  April 15, 2010…(Three weeks before is March 25, 2010) 
   
  
4.   Resumes Solicited for Moderator and Vice Moderator(s) positions on the 
 Committee On Local Arrangements for General Assembly 220th, Pittsburgh 2012 
 Minister and Elder Presbyters who are interested in being considered for the volunteer 
 leadership positions of Moderator and Vice Moderator(s) of the Committee On Local 
 Arrangements (COLA) for the 220th General Assembly of the PCUSA to be convened in 
 Pittsburgh in the Summer of 2012, are encouraged to submit a letter of interest and a 
 brief resume to the Stated Clerk’s Office not later than Friday, October 2, 2009. 
 
 Working with the General Assembly staff and its manual of operations, the COLA will 
 have overall responsibility for the organization and structure of the Presbytery’s hosting 
 of the 220th General Assembly in 2012.  The positions of Moderator and Vice 
 Moderator(s) will have COLA leadership and directive authority in the creation, 
 management, coordination and operation of the COLA, and increasingly heavy time and 
 management responsibilities from month to month from now until the 220th GA opens.  
 COLA leadership will work in close coordination with the Presbytery’s Executive 
 Presbyter, Council and Stated Clerk.   
 
 Interested applicants are welcome to contact the Stated Clerk’s office (412.323.1400 Ex-
 219) for more detailed information.  We anticipate the Moderator and Vice Moderator(s) 
 positions being filled and active by the December, 2009 meeting of the Pittsburgh 
 Presbytery 



 
Items for Action 

 
1.   Consent Motions 
 The Stated Clerk recommends the following items be approved by consent:  #2 
 
*2.   Ecclesiastical Administrative Commissions to Ordain, Install or Receive 
 
 to Ordain Betty Angelini 
 
 

Angelini The Administrative Commission elected by Pittsburgh Presbytery on June 
4, 2009 to ordain Betty Angelini as a minister of the word and sacrament, 
consisting of the Moderator Rev. Donald Ewing or his designee to 
moderate: the Reverends Edward Bowen and Donald Dawson together  

with Elders Penny Young of the East Union Presbyterian Church and Karen Janacek of the Hampton United  
Presbyterian Church, met by appointment on June 7, 2009 at    2:30  p.m. at Crestfield Camp and  
Conference Center. 
   
There being a quorum present, the Commission was convened with prayer by  The Rev. Donald Ewing.  All 
things being prepared in advance, decently and in order, the Commission approved the Service of 
Ordination and voted to proceed to ordain Betty Angelini as a minister of the word and sacrament according 
to the direction of Presbytery and the Constitution of the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.).  
 
The Commission moved to the Chapel at    3:00   p.m.  and ordained Betty Angelini as a minister of the 
word and sacrament.   Rev. Donald Ewing     asked the questions (Form of Government, Chapter XIV, 
Section 4, 14.0305), which she answered in the affirmative. The Sermon was delivered by                                                
Rev. John White  .    Rev. Douglas Portz    offered the prayer of ordination. The Minutes of the Commission 
were read and approved. Upon motion duly made, the Commission moved to adjourn at the conclusion of 
the Service of Ordination with the pronouncement of Benediction by the Rev. Betty Angelini. 
 
  
 to Install the Reverend Elizabeth Broschart 
 
  Broschart   The Ecclesiastical Administrative Commission elected by Pittsburgh  
    Presbytery on June 4, 2009 to install the Rev. Elizabeth Broschart as  
     Pastor of the Gladden United Presbyterian Church, consisting of Rev.  
    Donald Ewing or his designee to moderate, the Revs. M. Catherine Day, 
James Kirk and Gerard Broschart; together with Elders Rebecca Little of the Mt. Hope Community 
Presbyterian Church, Rebecca Cartus of the Presbyterian Church, Coraopolis, Sharon Stewart of Pleasant 
Hills Community Presbyterian Church and  Joyce Jobe of the Gladden United Presbyterian Church met by 
appointment on June 14, 2009 at  10:00 a,m.  at the Gladden United Presbyterian Church. 
 
There being a quorum present, the Commission was convened with prayer by  Elder Vera White.   All things 
being prepared in advance, decently and in order, the Commission approved the Service of installation and 
voted to proceed to the installation of the Rev. Elizabeth Broschart to the direction of Presbytery and the 
Constitution of the Presbyterian Church (USA). The Commission moved to the Sanctuary at      10:30   a.m. 
and installed the Rev. Elizabeth Broschart as Pastor.  Elder Vera White asked the constitutional questions 
(Forms of Government, Chapter XIV. Section 4, 14.0405), which the candidate answered in the affirmative.   
The Sermon was delivered by   Rev. Catherine Day .   Elder Kate Waxer offered the prayer of installation.    
Elder Joyce Jobe    asked the constitutional questions to the congregation, which were answered in the 
affirmative. (Form of Government, Chapter XIV, Section 4, 14.0510.) 
 
The Minutes of the Commission were read and approved. Upon motion duly made, the Commission moved 
to adjourn at the conclusion of the Service of Installation with the pronouncement of Benediction by the Rev. 
Elizabeth Broschart. 
 
 



 to Install the Reverend Donald Brown 
 
  Brown   The Ecclesiastical Administrative Commission elected by Pittsburgh  
    Presbytery on June 4, 2009 to install the Rev. Donald Brown as  
    Pastor of the Northminster Presbyterian Church, consisting of Rev.  
    Donald Ewing or his designee to moderate, the Revs. Catherine Purves, 
Douglas Dorsey and Robert Titus; together with Elders Nancy Brown of the Baldwin United Presbyterian 
Church, Gary May of the Bethel Presbyterian Church and  Kathy Streeter of the Northminster Presbyterian 
Church met by appointment on June 28, 2009 at   2:45 p,m.  at the Northminster Presbyterian Church. 
 
There being a quorum present, the Commission was convened with prayer by   Rev. Donald Ewing.   All 
things being prepared in advance, decently and in order, the Commission approved the Service of 
installation and voted to proceed to the installation of the Rev. Donald Brown to the direction of Presbytery 
and the Constitution of the Presbyterian Church (USA). The Commission moved to the Sanctuary at  
 3:00   p.m. and installed the Rev. Donald Brown as Pastor.    Rev. Donald Ewing    asked the constitutional 
questions (Forms of Government, Chapter XIV. Section 4, 14.0405), which the candidate answered in the 
affirmative.   The Sermon was delivered by   Rev. Robert Titus.    Rev. Donald Ewing    offered the prayer of 
installation.   Elder Karty Streeter    asked the constitutional questions to the congregation, which were 
answered in the affirmative. (Form of Government, Chapter XIV, Section 4, 14.0510.) 
 
The Minutes of the Commission were read and approved. Upon motion duly made, the Commission moved 
to adjourn at the conclusion of the Service of Installation with the pronouncement of Benediction by the Rev. 
Donald Brown. 
 
  
 to Install the Reverend James Davidson 
 
  Davidson   The Ecclesiastical Administrative Commission elected by Pittsburgh  
    Presbytery on June 4, 2009 to install the Rev. James Davidson as  
     Pastor of the First Presbyterian Church, consisting of Elder David Green  
    or his designee to moderate, the Revs. Tami Hooker and Thomas Menk ; 
together with Elders John Detwiler of the Community House Presbyterian Church and  Carol Jean 
McKenzie of the First Presbyterian Church, Elizabeth met by appointment on June 7, 2009 at    2:40  p,m.  
at the First Presbyterian Church, Elizabeth. 
 
There being a quorum present, the Commission was convened with prayer by the Rev. James Davidson.  
All things being prepared in advance, decently and in order, the Commission approved the Service of 
installation and voted to proceed to the installation of the Rev. James Davidson to the direction of 
Presbytery and the Constitution of the Presbyterian Church (USA). The Commission moved to the 
Sanctuary at     2:58  p.m. and installed the Rev. James Davidson as Pastor.   Elder David Green    asked 
the constitutional questions (Forms of Government, Chapter XIV. Section 4, 14.0405), which the candidate 
answered in the affirmative. The Sermon was delivered by the Rev. Tami Hooker.   Elder David Green 
offered the prayer of installation.   Elder Carol Jean McKenzie       asked the constitutional questions to the 
congregation, which were answered in the affirmative. (Form of Government, Chapter XIV, Section 4, 
14.0510.) 
 
The Minutes of the Commission were read and approved. Upon motion duly made, the Commission moved 
to adjourn at the conclusion of the Service of Installation with the pronouncement of Benediction by the Rev. 
James Davidson. 

 
 

to Receive Robert Ruefle as a Candidate Under Care 
 

Ruefle The Administrative Commission elected by Pittsburgh Presbytery on June 4, 2009, 
to receive Robert Ruefle as a Candidate by the Presbytery, consisting of the Vice 
Moderator Elder Suzan Krauland or her designee to moderate: the Revs. Wendy 
Keys and Brad Walters; together with Elders Jack Myers of the Oakmont  

Presbyterian Church and Kaye Wentling of the Hillcrest United Presbyterian Church, met by appointment on  
June 21, 2009 at     9:45  a.m.  at the Hillcrest United Presbyterian Church. 



 
There being a quorum present, the Commission was convened with prayer by   Elder Susan Krauland. All 
things being prepared in advance, decently and in order, the Commission approved the Service of 
Reception and voted to proceed to receive Robert Ruefle as a candidate of Presbytery according to the 
direction of Presbytery and the Constitution of the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.).  The Commission moved 
to the Sanctuary at  10:00 a.m. and received Robert Ruefle as a candidate of Presbytery.  Vice  Moderator  
Elder Susan Krauland   propounded the constitutional questions to the Inquirer. (Form of Government, 
Chapter XIV, Section 3, 14.0305F), which he answered in the affirmative. 
 
The Minutes of the Commission were read and approved. Upon motion duly made, the Commission moved 
to adjourn at the conclusion of the Service of Reception with the pronouncement of Benediction. 
 
 

to Receive J. Scott Shetter as a Candidate Under Care 
 

Shetter The Administrative Commission elected by Pittsburgh Presbytery on April 16, 2009, 
to receive J. Scott Shetter as a Candidate by the Presbytery, consisting of the 
Moderator Rev. Donald Ewing or his designee to moderate: the Revs. Stewart Bair 
and Frank Trotta; together with Elders Jim Guerry of the Covenant Community  

Presbyterian Church and Dave Brumfield of the Sunset Hills United Presbyterian Church, met by  
appointment on June 14, 2009 at     11:55  a.m.  at the Sunset Hills United Presbyterian Church. 
 
There being a quorum present, the Commission was convened with prayer by  Elder Suzan Krauland  . All 
things being prepared in advance, decently and in order, the Commission approved the Service of 
Reception and voted to proceed to receive J. Scott Shetter as a candidate of Presbytery according to the 
direction of Presbytery and the Constitution of the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.).  The Commission moved 
to the Sanctuary at  Noon  and received J. Scott Shetter as a candidate of Presbytery.  Elder Suzan 
Krauland   propounded the constitutional questions to the Inquirer. (Form of Government, Chapter XIV, 
Section 3, 14.0305F), which he answered in the affirmative. 
 
The Minutes of the Commission were read and approved. Upon motion duly made, the Commission moved 
to adjourn at the conclusion of the Service of Reception with the pronouncement of Benediction. 
 
 
 to Install the Reverend David Thornton 
 
  Thornton  The Ecclesiastical Administrative Commission elected by Pittsburgh  
    Presbytery on June 4, 2009 to install the Rev. David Thornton as  
    Designated Pastor of the Grace Memorial Presbyterian Church,  
    consisting of Rev. Douglas Portz or his designee to moderate, the Revs. 
Randall Bush and Ronald Peters; together with Elders Crystal Hall of the Bidwell Presbyterian Church and 
Thelma Morris of the Grace Memorial Presbyterian Church met by appointment on June 14, 2009 at    2:30  
p,m.  at the Grace Memorial Presbyterian Church. 
 
There being a quorum present, the Commission was convened with prayer by Rev. Douglas Portz   .  All 
things being prepared in advance, decently and in order, the Commission approved the Service of 
installation and voted to proceed to the installation of the Rev. David Thornton to the direction of Presbytery 
and the Constitution of the Presbyterian Church (USA). The Commission moved to the Sanctuary at                                 
3:00    p.m. and installed the Rev. David Thornton as Designated Pastor.   Rev. Douglas Portz asked the 
constitutional questions (Forms of Government, Chapter XIV. Section 4, 14.0405), which the candidate 
answered in the affirmative. The Sermon was delivered by the Rev. Eugene Blackwell .   Rev. Jermaine 
McKinley     offered the prayer of installation.   Elder Joyce Matthews     asked the constitutional questions 
to the congregation, which were answered in the affirmative. (Form of Government, Chapter XIV, Section 4, 
14.0510.) 
 
The Minutes of the Commission were read and approved. Upon motion duly made, the Commission moved 
to adjourn at the conclusion of the Service of Installation with the pronouncement of Benediction by Rev. Dr. 
David Thornton. 
 



 to Ordain Derrick Weston 
 
 

Weston The Administrative Commission elected by Pittsburgh Presbytery on June  
 4, 2009 to ordain Derrick Weston as a minister of the word and sacrament, 

consisting of the Moderator Rev. Donald Ewing or his designee to 
moderate: the Reverends Maxine E. Jenkins and Matthew Haberman  

together with Elders David Miller of the Sixth Presbyterian Church and Randy Bryant of the Bellefield  
Presbyterian Church, met by appointment on June 6, 2009 at   4:45  p.m. at The Presbyterian Church, Mt.  
Washington. 
   
There being a quorum present, the Commission was convened with prayer by  Rev. Maxine Jenkins .  All 
things being prepared in advance, decently and in order, the Commission approved the Service of 
Ordination and voted to proceed to ordain Derrick Weston as a minister of the word and sacrament 
according to the direction of Presbytery and the Constitution of the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.).  
 
The Commission moved to the Sanctuary at   5:00  p.m.  and ordained Derrick Weston as a minister of the 
word and sacrament.    Rev. Karl McDonald     asked the questions (Form of Government, Chapter XIV, 
Section 4, 14.0305), which he answered in the affirmative. The Sermon was delivered by                                  
Rev. Saleem Ghurbril    .    Rev. Karl McDonald    offered the prayer of ordination. The Minutes of the 
Commission were read and approved. Upon motion duly made, the Commission moved to adjourn at the 
conclusion of the Service of Ordination with the pronouncement of Benediction by the Rev. Derrick Weston. 
 
 
  
 to Install the Reverend DeNeice Welch  
 
  Welch   The Ecclesiastical Administrative Commission elected by Pittsburgh   
    Presbytery on June 4, 2009 to install the Rev. DeNeice Welch as Pastor of  
    the Bidwell United Presbyterian Church, consisting of Elder Suzan  
    Krauland or her designee to moderate, the Revs. Carmen Cox Harwell and 
John Welch; together with Elders Karen James of the Valley View Presbyterian Church, and Alfreda 
Overton of the Bidwell United Presbyterian Church met by appointment on July 19, 2009 at  10:45 a,m.  at 
the Bidwell United Presbyterian Church. 
 
There being a quorum present, the Commission was convened with prayer by  Elder Suzan Krauland .  All 
things being prepared in advance, decently and in order, the Commission approved the Service of 
installation and voted to proceed to the installation of the Rev. DeNeice Welch to the direction of Presbytery 
and the Constitution of the Presbyterian Church (USA). The Commission moved to the Sanctuary at  11:00  
a.m. and installed the Rev. DeNeice Welch as Pastor.    Elder Suzan Krauland    asked the constitutional 
questions (Forms of Government, Chapter XIV. Section 4, 14.0405), which the candidate answered in the 
affirmative.   The Sermon was delivered by   Rev. Ronald Peters .  Rev. John Welch    offered the prayer of 
installation.  Elder Diane James  asked the constitutional questions to the congregation, which were 
answered in the affirmative. (Form of Government, Chapter XIV, Section 4, 14.0510.) 
 
The Minutes of the Commission were read and approved. Upon motion duly made, the Commission moved 
to adjourn at the conclusion of the Service of Installation with the pronouncement of Benediction by the 
Rev. DeNeice Welch.  
 
 
 to Install the Reverend Deborah Warren 
 
  Warren   The Ecclesiastical Administrative Commission elected by Pittsburgh   
    Presbytery on June 4, 2009 to install the Rev. Deborah Warren as Pastor 
    of the Second United Presbyterian Church, Wilkinsburg, consisting of Elder 
Kears Pollock or his designee to moderate, the Revs. Daniel Corll and Beverly James; together with Elders 
Gary Warren of the North Hills United Presbyterian Church, and Barbara Kirk of the Second United 
Presbyterian Church. Wilkinsburg met by appointment on June 28, 2009 at   10:45  a,m.  at the Second 
United Presbyterian Church, Wilkinsburg. 



 
There being a quorum present, the Commission was convened with prayer by  Rev. Beverly James  . All 
things being prepared in advance, decently and in order, the Commission approved the Service of 
installation and voted to proceed to the installation of the Rev. Deborah Warren to the direction of 
Presbytery and the Constitution of the Presbyterian Church (USA). The Commission moved to the 
Sanctuary at  11:00   a.m. and installed the Rev. Deborah Warren as Pastor.   Elder Kears Pollock asked 
the constitutional questions (Forms of Government, Chapter XIV. Section 4, 14.0405), which the candidate 
answered in the affirmative.   The Sermon was delivered by  Rev. Beverly James .   Rev. Daniel Corll   
offered the prayer of installation. Elder Barbara Kirk  asked the constitutional questions to the congregation, 
which were answered in the affirmative. (Form of Government, Chapter XIV, Section 4, 14.0510.) 
 
The Minutes of the Commission were read and approved. Upon motion duly made, the Commission moved 
to adjourn at the conclusion of the Service of Installation with the pronouncement of Benediction by the Rev. 
Deborah Warren. 
 



Committee on Nominations 
 

Report to Presbytery 
September 3, 2009 

 
 
 
The Standing Committee on Nominations is nominating Rev. Thomas Hall, II 
First Presbyterian Church, Pittsburgh, to fill a vacancy (B2010) on the 
Permanent Judicial Commission. 
 
Presbyteries are asked to nominate members to serve on committees of the 
Synod of the Trinity.  The Committee on Nominations is placing before 
Presbytery the names of Elder Richard LeGrande, Hazelwood Presbyterian 
Church, to serve a second term on the Synod's Self Development of Peoples 
Committee (B2012) and Elder Nancy Clifton, The Presbyterian Church, Mt. 
Washington, to serve one term on the Synod's Nominating Committee (B2012). 
Additionally, the Committee on Nominations is placing before Presbytery the 
name of Elder Ann Strong, The Presbyterian Church, Sewickley, to serve a 
second term as a Commissioner from Pittsburgh Presbytery to the Synod 
(B2012). 
  
The Committee on Nominations reiterates its invitation for candidates for Senior 
Vice Moderator of Pittsburgh Presbytery for the year 2010.  A letter was sent 
in August 2009 to all ministers and clerks of session in Pittsburgh Presbytery 
extending this invitation.  Recommendations for candidacy must be received 
by the close of business on Monday, September 14, 2009 at the Presbytery 
Office.  Please address recommendations to the Presbytery, Attn: Committee on 
Nominations, c/o The Stated Clerk, or email your recommendations to Lana 
Dumrauf at ldumrauf@pghpresbytery.org.  Candidates will be interviewed by the 
Committee on Nominations on Thursday, September 17, 2009 beginning at 5:15 
p.m.   
 
Additionally, elder and minister vacancies will be filled for the coming year on 
the following Presbytery committees:  Committee on Ministry, Committee on 
Preparation for Ministry, Council, Response Team, Permanent Judicial 
Commission and Presbyterian Foundation.   Any member of Presbytery who 
has an interest in being considered for nomination to such positions, or who 
knows of any other person who has such an interest, is strongly encouraged to 
relay suggested nominees, and their contact information, to the Committee on 
Nominations, c/o The Stated Clerk. 

mailto:ldumrauf@pghpresbytery.org


 

 
REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON PREPARATION FOR MINISTRY 

TO PRESBYTERY 
 

September 3, 2009 
 
 

The committee met on August 26, 2009, at 4:00 p.m. at the Pittsburgh Presbytery Center.  A 
quorum was present. 
 

 
Part I – Items for Information 

 
1. Certified Ready to 

Receive a Call 
The committee reports that, after examination, it has 
certified the following Candidate ready to receive a call  
(G-14.0310): 

a. Donald Polito 
 

2. Permission to Circulate 
PIF 

The committee reports that it has given approval to the 
following Candidate to circulate their Personal Information 
Form: 

a. Donald Polito 
 

3. Saul Trust Fund The Committee reports that the income from the Saul Trust 
Fund for Pittsburgh Theological Seminary students who are 
under the care of Pittsburgh Presbytery will be distributed by 
the Financial Aid Office of Pittsburgh Theological Seminary to 
the following students: 

a. John Clawson 
b. Gabriel Crawford  
c. Daniel Getkin 
d. Michael Holohan 
e. Bethany Harbaugh 
f. Adam Jones 
g. Christopher Proud 
h. Caitlin Rohrer 
i. Michael Spicuzza 
j. Stephen Wutz 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Part II – Items for Action 
 

 1. Consent Motion The committee recommends that the following 
recommendations be adopted by consent: #2, 3, 5 
 

*2. Annual Consultations The committee recommends that the following annual 
consultations be approved and that the Inquirer 
(I)/Candidate (C) be continued under the care of Pittsburgh 
Presbytery: 

a. Daniel Bender(I) 
b. Bethany Harbaugh (I) 
c. Karie Jarvis (C) 
d. Susan Rothenberg (C) 
e. Michael Spicuzza (I) 
 

*3. Enrollment of Inquirer 
 
 

Steven Mehaffey 
 
 
 

 

The committee recommends that the following person be 
enrolled as an Inquirer: 
 
Steven Mehaffey, a member of the Friendship Community 
Presbyterian Church since 2005, is a 2006 graduate of the 
Carnegie Mellon University and is currently a student at 
Pittsburgh Theological Seminary. 

4. Oral Parts of Trial 
 
 
 

Karlin Bilcher 
 
 
 

 
Brian Diebold 

 
 
 
 
 

Laura Strauss 

The committee recommends that the following persons be 
heard for their oral parts of trial. (Note: Copy of Statement 
of Faith is attached.) 
 
Karlin Bilcher, a member of the Eastminster Presbyterian 
Church since 2002, is a 1996 graduate of Messiah College and 
a 2008 graduate of Pittsburgh Theological Seminary, has 
been an Inquirer since 2003 and a Candidate since May 2007. 
 
Brian Diebold, a member of the First Presbyterian Church of 
Ottumwa in Des Moines Presbytery, is a 2005 graduate of the 
University of Iowa and a 2008 graduate of Pittsburgh 
Theological Seminary, has been an Inquirer since 2004 and a 
Candidate since January 2007. 
 
Laura Strauss, a member of the First United Presbyterian 
Church of Tarentum since 2000, is a 2005 graduate of 
Chatham College and a 2009 graduate of Pittsburgh 
Theological Seminary, has been an Inquirer since 2005 and a 
Candidate since October 2007. 
 



 

*5. Appointment of 
Commissions for 
Ordination 

 
 
 
 
 

Karlin Bilcher 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Laura Strauss 

The committee recommends that the following commissions 
be appointed to ordain the following persons, with full 
authority to arrange and conduct the service subject to the 
requirements of the Constitution of the Presbyterian Church 
(USA). The moderator, or his appointee, shall be moderator 
of the commission and the first named minister after the 
moderator shall be the clerk: 
 
If the way be clear, Karlin Bilcher will serve as Associate 
Pastor of the First Presbyterian Church of Anchorage Alaska 
and will stand for his Oral Parts of Trial at the September 3, 
2009 meeting of the Pittsburgh Presbytery. 
Sunday, September 6, 2009, at 6:30 p.m. at the Eastminster 
Presbyterian Church.  The Moderator Rev. Dr. Donald Ewing 
or his designee, The Rev. Sarina O. Meyer, The Rev. Dr. Scott 
Sunquist, Elder Ken MacLeod (Bellefield Presbyterian 
Church), Elder Chris White (Eastminster Presbyterian 
Church). 
 
If the way be clear, Laura Strauss will serve as 
Designated Pastor of the Clinton United Presbyterian 
Church and will stand for her Oral Parts of Trial at the 
September 3, 2009 meeting of the Pittsburgh 
Presbytery. 
Sunday, September 13, 2009, at 4:00 p.m. at the First 
United Presbyterian Church of Tarentum. The 
Moderator Rev. Dr. Donald Ewing or his designee, The 
Rev. Philip Beck, The Rev. Michelle Wahila, Elder Ruth 
Becker (First United Presbyterian Church of Tarentum), 
Elder Cheryl Densmore (Whitehall United Presbyterian 
Church). 
 

 



Karlin Bilcher 1 
Statement of Faith 2 

 3 
At the beginning of time, the holy, infinite, sovereign, all-powerful, Triune God, spoke all of 4 

creation into being.  All of creation was perfect and good because God willed for it to be so.  God 5 
created human beings, male and female, in God’s own image.  As was God’s intention, humans 6 
existed in perfect relationship with God and with all created things.  As people created by God, we 7 
are called to live in faithful covenant with God.  Humans were created for the purpose of glorifying 8 
God and enjoying God forever.  At our creation we were charged as stewards of all creation living 9 
lives of integrity, humility and simplicity. 10 

We did not obey the covenant that God made with us and through our rebellious 11 
disobedience all of creation came under curse.  Our first parents forgot who and whose they were 12 
and attempted to become like God.  The depth and breadth of the effects of this breach of covenant 13 
extend to every atom of the created world.  Because of our choice, we were cast out of paradise 14 
and faced with the hopeless expectancy of living our lives estranged from our creator and 15 
estranged from the other portions of creation, including one another.   16 

From the beginning of time, God had planned to be in a saving relationship with creation.  17 
God called God’s people into the wilderness that they might conform their lives to the norms of life 18 
God established.  God relates to God’s people through covenant.  God has been calling out from 19 
the world a people for God’s self and from those people God brought God’s son Jesus Christ.  God 20 
intends to save God’s people through the fulfillment of all of God’s covenants, God’s own son - 21 
Jesus Christ.  Jesus, being himself the only God-man, is the only mediator between God and 22 
humanity and is the only means of salvation.  Jesus is revelation of God as act and Word, together 23 
in one person.  Jesus came to earth declaring the coming of God’s kingdom here on earth.  Jesus 24 
demonstrated to humanity what life was like without sin.  Jesus paid the ultimate price for the 25 
falleness of all of humanity.  The fulfillment of all scripture culminates in the life, death, resurrection, 26 
and ascension of Jesus Christ.  Through Christ’s death, resurrection, and ascension, evil and death 27 
were defeated conclusively and the sinfulness of humanity has been accounted for.  Through these 28 
events and in and through the power of the Holy Spirit, God made a way for humanity to turn from 29 
our innate sin nature and enter into God’s covenantal people.  All who have received God’s 30 
gracious gift of salvation through faith in Jesus Christ – past, present, and future, comprise the 31 
Church, the Body of Christ.  The Church, of whom Christ is the head, is called out of the world and 32 
sent into the world by the power of the Holy Spirit to continue the mission and ministry of Jesus until 33 
he returns.  The Church is to be expectant and prepared for Christ’s second advent though the date 34 
of Christ’s return is unknown.  Upon Christ’s return God’s power will be fully demonstrated and 35 
God’s Kingdom will be fully manifest.       36 

God’s redemptive plan for all of human history continues today through the church.  We live 37 
in the already but not yet time period of this plan.  The battle of good verses evil has been fought 38 
already and Christ has already won victory.  However, all things have not yet been brought back 39 
into right relationship with the one and only creator the Holy God.  This event will take place upon 40 
Christ’s return.  Until that time, the church is to continue the redemptive mission of Christ.  As 41 
Christ’s representatives we are to bear witness to Jesus Christ and herald the good news to all 42 
creation that Jesus died for all humanity.  We are to act as reconcilers, pointing to Jesus and 43 
proclaiming God’s forgiveness, grace, and love to a broken world.  Some are called to administer 44 
the sacraments.   45 

The Christian community throughout the world is interconnected through God’s Spirit in the 46 
sacraments of Baptism and the Lord’s Supper.  Both sacraments are signs and seals of God’s 47 
covenant with the church.  In the sacrament of baptism we recognize and affirm the power, grace 48 
and love of God to draw people to God’s self and make them God’s own.  This seal affirms a new 49 
relationship with God through which the believer enters a life of faith, repentance and ministry with 50 
the communion of saints, the church.  When the church shares in the sacrament of the Lord’s 51 
Supper it continues in the relationship between the breaking of the bread and the cup of the new 52 
covenant and the death and bodily resurrection of Jesus Christ.  The Holy Spirit illuminates the 53 
church’s understanding of the scripture, directs the proclamation of the Word of God, and unifies 54 
the church in the celebration of worship and the participation in the sacraments.            55 



Brian Diebold 
Statement of Faith 
Spring 2008 
 

Jesus Christ is Lord!  Jesus Christ is my Lord!  Through him and for him God created all 1 
things, and through him all things are reconciled to God.  As God’s only begotten Son made 2 
incarnate, Jesus is the fullness of deity in flesh, and is the perfect revelation of God the Father.  3 
He was sent as the Messiah as the faithful fulfillment of God’s covenant with Israel, and he came 4 
in humble weakness to redeem humankind out of love and to the glory of the Father.  The virgin 5 
Mary gave birth to Jesus Christ as the fully human and fully Divine descendant of David.  He 6 
ministered to his people, taught them the true Way, gave them many signs, and overturned the 7 
old temple to make room for a new covenant.  He was condemned to death by hanging on the 8 
cross where he bore our sins, offering his life in perfect submission to the Father.  He died and 9 
was buried, but on the third day, Jesus Christ was physically raised from the dead, and has now 10 
ascended to the right hand of God the Father.  There he intercedes for his followers, gathers all 11 
things under his rule, and, with the Father, is pouring out the Holy Spirit upon all creation.  12 
Through his blood we have peace with God, and through his resurrection we have the promise of 13 
new life.   14 

All who accept his baptism are adopted as Children of God Most High, are forgiven and 15 
sanctified, and are given the gift of resurrection life through the Holy Spirit.  Empowered by the 16 
Holy Spirit we are constituted as one body – a living Temple that transcends all social barriers.  17 
By the Holy Spirit, we are also given freedom from the oppression of sin, hope in the face of 18 
death, and grace to proclaim – through word and deed – the Good News of God’s loving and all-19 
encompassing reign.  Likewise, by the Holy Spirit, we experience union with Christ, to which 20 
the sacrament of the Lord’s Supper acts as a sign and seal.  Therefore, we are called to join our 21 
hearts and minds to God by denying ourselves and taking up the cross to follow Jesus.  We do so 22 
through repentance, by participating in God’s work, by following Jesus’ example, and by loving 23 
God and one another as Jesus Christ has loved us.  In so doing, we see the image of God in us 24 
fulfilled and we take up our destiny as God’s willing companions even as we can do nothing 25 
apart from Christ.  We are to abide in a state of trusting watchfulness – alert to God’s purposes 26 
and anticipating Christ’s triumphant return when he will judge the living and the dead and will 27 
establish a New Creation.  Finally the assurance we experience now will one day be fulfilled in 28 
the resurrection of our bodies into ever-closer communion with God and with one another.   29 

Through the incarnation and through scripture – which has apostolic authority over the 30 
life of believers as the word of God – God has been revealed to us as Father, Son, and Holy 31 
Spirit.  Each is distinct relationally, yet they are one God in essence.  Neither truth collapses the 32 
other, but together they point to God as Love.   33 

Most of all, God has shown us that God is with us.  Willing to enter the fray on our 34 
behalf, God is single-mindedly seeking us out and calling us by name.  I believe this because 35 
God loves and delights in us and has been ‘for us’ through the act of Creation, through the 36 
deliverance of Israel out of Egypt, through the sending of God’s only begotten Son, and through 37 
God’s call to us today.  This presence of God is one of mystery and holiness, yet is also one of 38 
mercy, bringing about peace, comfort, purpose, and joy.  It is to this hope that I am committed. 39 
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Statement of Faith  4 

In accordance with the historical Church and the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) I believe in the 5 
Triune God who is both unified in Gods three parts, as well as unique in these three.  The Trinity is a divine 6 
mystery and everyone is called to worship this God: Father, Son and Holy Spirit as revealed in Holy 7 
Scripture.  8 

 9 
I affirm, in accordance with the Apostles’ Creed, in “God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven 10 

and earth.”  God is eternal, unchanging, and mysterious.  In the beginning, this good God created all that is 11 
in the world, seen and unseen, and it was good.  Out of God’s perfect love, God created humanity whose 12 
purpose was relationship with God.  This relationship was disrupted by humanity’s rejection of relationship 13 
with God, which is sin.  God sought to repair humanity’s relationship with God through covenants.  14 
Choosing the Israelites, fathered by God’s servant Abraham, God reached out in grace to humanity through 15 
the Law given to God’s servant Moses.  The Israelites rejected this Law, unable to uphold their covenantal 16 
promises.  God never broke God’s covenantal promises.  Instead, God created in grace a new covenant for 17 
the redemption of humanity through the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ.   18 

 19 
Jesus Christ is the Son of God, fully human and fully God, born of the Virgin Mary.  I affirm that 20 

Jesus Christ is my Lord and my Savior, beside him there is no other.  Jesus Christ is the unique revelation 21 
of God to the world for the purpose of restoring creation into relationship with God.  He is the Word made 22 
flesh, as attested in The Gospel According to John, and has been eternally present since before the world 23 
began.  In Christ’s life, his ministry included the healing of the sick, the comforting of the grieved, the 24 
revelation of God through miracles, teaching, and interacting with the disreputable of Judean society.  In 25 
Christ’s death on the cross, Jesus took on the sins of the world, an act of atonement.  This was a gift by 26 
which sinners may be reconciled to God.  In his resurrection, Jesus Christ gave to the world liberation from 27 
the powers of sin and death, as well as the joy of a new way of life in union with himself.   28 

 29 
The Holy Spirit, sent by God the Father and Jesus Christ the Son after his ascension to the right 30 

hand of God the Father, renews, sustains, and equips believers both as individuals and as a church.  The 31 
Holy Spirit calls humanity to a confession of Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior for the purpose of 32 
justification.  Following this confession, the Holy Spirit sustains these confessors through the lifelong 33 
process of sanctification.  The Holy Spirit calls individuals and the church to participation in the Body of 34 
Christ, continuing God’s work of reconciliation in the world. 35 

 36 
The Church is the Body of Christ at work in the world by the power of the Holy Spirit.  I believe 37 

that we are each called to the community of Christ, using our gifts and talents to the glory of God and the 38 
confession of Jesus Christ.  We are called to reach out into the world providing healing, shelter, 39 
nourishment, and compassion.  We are called to work for justice, witnessing to the love and mercy of Jesus 40 
in word and deed.  In addition, we are called to a life of worship, prayer, and community.   Scripture is the 41 
unique and authoritative witness of God’s work in the world; it is the covenantal history culminating in the 42 
redemptive activity of Jesus Christ on the cross for the forgiveness of sins and reconciliation of creation.  I 43 
believe that the Scripture functions as glasses by which we may see who God is and who humanity is called 44 
to be.  The Church observes two holy sacraments, Baptism and the Lord’s Supper, which are signs and 45 
seals of Gods covenant made by the power of the Holy Spirit through the atoning act of Jesus Christ.  In 46 
Baptism, we die to sin and are reborn into the family of God, which is God’s Church.  In the Eucharist we 47 
are renewed and sustained in our Christian walk by the power of the Holy Spirit which brings forth the 48 
presence of Jesus Christ in the meal.   49 

 50 
I believe that we are the agents of God working in the world by the power of the Holy Spirit 51 

witnessing to the saving act of Jesus Christ by continuing his ministry of reconciliation.  Our purpose and 52 
joy in life is union with Christ by committing ourselves to worship and service as Jesus did in his time on 53 
earth.  We live in anticipation of the day when Jesus will return to earth bringing forth the realization of the 54 
Kingdom of God, as attested in Scripture.   55 



   
REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON MINISTRY 

TO PRESBYTERY 
 

The Committee met in the conference rooms of the Presbytery Center on August 25, 2009 at 4:00 p.m.   
 

Part I - Items for Information 
 

 1.  Positions Available The Committee lists the following positions within the Presbytery that are 
thought to be available.  If the position is for pastor or associate pastor, listing 
here indicates that the Church Information Form has been filed with Louisville 
and the church is receiving PIF's: 

     
  Pastor     Bethany Presbyterian Church, Bridgeville 
  Pastor     Bower Hill Community Presbyterian Church, Mt. Lebanon 
  Pastor     Hillcrest United Presbyterian Church, Monroeville 
  Pastor     Waverly United Presbyterian Church, Pittsburgh 
  Assoc. Pastor    First Presbyterian Church, Bakerstown 
  Interim Assoc. Pastor    Bethany Presbyterian Church, Bridgeville 
  Designated Pastor    Northmont United Presbyterian Church, McCandless Twp. 
  ½ time Temporary Supply  St. Andrew’s United Presbyterian Church, Sewickley 
  ¼ time Temporary Supply  First United Presbyterian Church, Turtle Creek 
  ¾ time Assoc. Temporary Supply First Presbyterian Church, Pittsburgh 
  Interim Pastor    Community Presbyterian Church, Ben Avon 
     
For other church related opportunities, please visit our website at www.pghpresbytery.org and click on 
“About Us.” 
 
 

Part II- Items for Action 
 
1.  Consent Motion The Committee recommends that the following recommendations be adopted by 

consent: #’s 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 13, 14, 15, and 16. 
 
 

*2. Calls The call of the Korean United Presbyterian Church for the services of the Rev. Sung 
Hee Lee as pastor of the Korean United Presbyterian Church effective September 4, 
2009.  Annual terms of call are Salary and Housing $ 47.500; Full Pension Plan; Auto 
Allowance $ 5,820; 2% Medical Deductible; Full Moving Costs; Study Allowance 
$ 1,500; 4 weeks vacation and 2 week study leave. 
 
The call of the Clinton United Presbyterian Church for the services of Laura Strauss as 
Designated Pastor if the way be clear effective September 20, 2009. Annual terms of 
call are Salary and Housing $ 45,669; Full Pension Plan; Auto Allowance .55 cents per 
mile; Book Allowance $ 3,000; 2% Medical Deductible; Study Allowance $ 1,500; fours 
weeks vacation and 2 weeks study leave.  
 
The call of the Brookline Blvd United Presbyterian Church for the services of the Rev. 
Marsha Sebastian as Pastor effective May 1, 2009.  Annual terms of call are Salary and 
Housing $ 45, 669; Full Pension Plan; Expense Allowance $ 1,500; 2% Medical 
Deductible; Study Allowance $ 1,500; 4 weeks vacation and 2 weeks study leave. 
 

http://www.pghpresbytery.org
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*3.  Administrative Commission  
      to Install 

The election of the following ministers and elders of Pittsburgh Presbytery to serve 
as an Administrative Commission to install Laura Strauss as Designated Pastor, if 
the way be clear, of the Clinton United Presbyterian Church on September 20, 
2009 at 2:00 p.m.  The first named minister after the moderator to be clerk of the 
commission.  Rev. Donald Ewing or his designee to Moderate; Revs. Robert Downs 
and Philip Beck together with Elders Kelli McAninch of the 1st United Presbyterian 
Church, Tarentum and David Barkhurst of the Clinton United Presbyterian Church. 
 
The election of the following ministers and elders of Pittsburgh Presbytery to serve 
as an Administrative Commission to install the Rev. Sung Hee Lee as Pastor of the 
Korean United Presbyterian Church on September 13, 2009 at 2:00 p.m. The first 
named minister after the moderator to be clerk of the commission. The Rev. Karl 
McDonald or designee to moderate; Revs. Linda Ruby and Sarina Meyer together 
with Elders Clifford “Kip” Campbell of the Northmont United Presbyterian Church 
and Sean Choi of the Korean United Presbyterian Church. 
 

*4. Dissolution The dissolution of the pastoral relationship between the Rev. Laurie Sponaugle 
and the Bower Hill Community Presbyterian Church effective July 13, 2009. 
 
The dissolution of the relationship between the Rev. John Dykstra and the 
Bethany Presbyterian Church effective July 16, 2009. 
 
The dissolution of the relationship between the Rev. Page Creach and the 
Community Presbyterian Church, Ben Avon effective July 31, 2009. 
 

*5. Interim Pastor  The request of Bethel Presbyterian Church for the services of the Rev. John 
Rickloff as interim pastor for one year effective August 1, 2009. 
 
The request of the Mt. Pisgah Presbyterian Church for the services of the Rev. 
Fred Soberg as interim pastor for one year effective September 16, 2009. 
 

*6. Temporary Supply The request of the Moon Run Presbyterian Church for the services of the Rev. John 
Silbert as ¼ time temporary supply for one year effective September 6, 2009. 
 
The request of the Verona United Presbyterian Church for the services of Brian 
DieBold as ½ time temporary supply for  one year if the way be clear effective  
September 8, 2009. 
 
The request of the Ken Mawr United Presbyterian Church to extend the contract of 
Rev. James Kirk as temporary supply associate pastor for 5 months effective 
August 1, 2009. 
 

*7.  Letter of Reception The Rev. John Rickloff, a member of the Upper Ohio Valley Presbytery to serve as 
Interim Pastor at Bethel Presbyterian Church effective August 1, 2009. 
 
The Rev. Sung Hee Lee, a member of the Albany Presbytery to serve as Pastor of 
the Korean United Presbyterian Church effective September 3, 2009. 



   
*8. Letter of Dismission The Rev. Rachel Stahle to be dismissed to the Elizabeth Presbytery to serve as  

Pastor of the First Presbyterian Church, of Carteret, New Jersey effective August 
1, 2009. 
 
The Rev. David Diercksen to be dismissed to Mission Presbytery effective June 1, 
2009.  David is serving as the U.S. Coordinator for Puentes de Cristo. 
 
The Rev. Allison H. Beaulieu to be dismissed to Donegal Presbytery effective June 
16, 2009 as a member at large. 
 
The Rev. A. David Paul to be dismissed to the Presbytery of Missouri River Valley 
effective June 1, 2009 to serve as Associate Pastor of the First Presbyterian Church 
in Omaha, Nebraska. 
 
The Rev. Stephen Kisslinger to be dismissed to the Presbytery of Northern Plains 
effective September 3, 2009. 
 

*9.  Moderator The appointment of Rev. John Rickloff as Moderator of the Bethel Presbyterian 
Church effective August 1, 2009. 
 
The appointment of Rev. David Carlisle as Moderator of the Verona United 
Presbyterian Church effective July 15, 2009. 
 
The appointment of Rev. Eugene Blackwell as Moderator of the Community 
Presbyterian Church, Ben Avon effective August 1, 2009. 
 
The appointment of Rev. Fred Soberg as Moderator of the Mt. Pisgah Presbyterian 
Church effective September 16, 2009. 
 

*10.  Member at Large The request of the Rev. Jermaine McKinley to be enrolled as a Member-At- Large 
effective June 2, 2009. 
 
The request of the Rev. Laurie Sponaugle to be enrolled as a Member-At-Large 
effective July 13, 2009. 
 
The request of the Rev. Mary Lynn Callahan to be enrolled as a Member-At-Large 
effective June 4, 2009. 
 
The request of the Rev. John Dykstra to be enrolled as a Member-At-Large 
effective July 16, 2009. 
 
The request of the Rev. Page Creach to be enrolled as a Member-At-Large 
effective August 1, 2009. 
 

*11.  Vacancy Dues The request of the Verona United Presbyterian Church for relief for paying vacancy 
dues to the Board of Pensions effective August 1, 2008 because of financial 
hardship. 
 

*12.  Honorable Retirement   The request for the Rev. Donald Dilley for honorable retirement, effective June 
  30, 2009. 
 
The request for the Rev. David D. Elliott for honorable retirement, effective 
September 1, 2009. 

 
*13. Minimum Terms of Call 
      for 2010. 

The Committee on Ministry recommends to Presbytery a 1.5% increase in the 
minimum effective salary for full time pastors in 2010.  The minimum salary for 
churches with a manse will be $33,600 plus the actual cost of utilities.  The 
minimum salary where no manse is provided will be $46,354 for salary, housing, 
and utilities.   
 



   
*14.  Request to Close Position                                                                The request of the Bower Hill Community Presbyterian Church to close the position 

of Associate Pastor effective July 14, 2009. 

*15. Permission to Labor The request of the Rev. John White to labor outside the bounds of Pittsburgh  
  Presbytery as Moderator of the New Life Presbyterian Church in Greater Atlanta  
Presbytery effective June 15, 2009. 
 
The request of the Rev. Jeannette Tagg as Pastor of the Dublin Presbyterian 
Church in the Presbytery of the Peaks effective August 1, 2009. 

*16. Commissioned Lay Pastor The request of the Mt. Lebanon United Presbyterian Church for Commissioned Lay 
Pastor services of Elder Linda Pokrajac for one year effective September 3, 2009 
and authorized to do the following functions: 

o Administer the Lord’s Supper 
o Administer the Sacrament of Baptism 
o Have a voice in the meetings of the Presbytery 
o Have a vote in meetings of the Presbytery (such vote to be                    

counted as an elder commissioner for purposes of parity) 
o Perform a service of Christian marriage when invited by the                           

           session and permitted by state law 
 

  
17.  Commission Service 
                    Linda Pokrajoc 
 

SENTENCES OF SCRIPTURE 
 
  The Moderator leads the people: 
 
 We, who are many, are one body in Christ,    Rom:  12: 5-8 
 
 And individually we are members one of another. 
 
 We have gifts that differ according to the grace given to us: 
 prophecy, in proportion to faith;  ministry, in ministering; 
 the teacher, in teaching;   the exhorter, in exhortation; 
 the giver, in generosity;  the leader, in diligence; 
 the compassionate, in cheerfulness. 
 
 
Lead a life worthy of the calling to which you   Eph. 4: 1-6 
 have been called, making every effort to maintain the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace. 
 There is one body and one Spirit,  
 Just as we were called to the one hope of our calling, 
 one Lord, one faith, one baptism,  one God and father of all, 
 who is above all and through all and in all. 
 
  The moderator continues: 
 

The Presbytery of Pittsburgh  
is satisfied that Linda Pokrajac has met all the requirements and completed all preparations 
prescribed in the Constitution of the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.). 
 
We now commission Linda Pokrajac as a lay pastor to serve in and for Pittsburgh Presbytery at  
Mt. Lebanon United Presbyterian Church. 
 

Constitutional Questions 
The commissioned lay pastors answers the questions required by the Constitution of the Presbyterian Church 
(U.S.A.). 
  



   
Do you trust in Jesus Christ your Savior, acknowledge him Lord of all and Head of the Church, and through 
him believe in one God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit? 
 
I do. 
 
Do you accept the Scriptures of the Old and New Testaments to be, by the Holy Spirit, the unique and 
authoritative witness to Jesus Christ in the Church universal, and God’s Word to you? 
 
I do. 
 
Do you sincerely receive and adopt the essential tenets of the Reformed faith as expressed in the confessions 
of our church as authentic and reliable expositions of what Scripture leads us to believe and do, and will you 
be instructed and led by those confessions as you lead the people of God? 
 
I do and will. 
 
 



DRIVING DIRECTIONS 
 

 Crestfield Camp & Conference Center 
195 Taggart Road 

Slippery Rock, PA   16057 
(724-794-4022) 

 
Crestfield Camp & Conference Center is located near Slippery Rock just 50 miles 
north of Pittsburgh.  
 
From Route 79 

_ Take Exit 105 and make a left onto Route 108 East.  
_ Go 6/10 of a mile and make a right turn at the Dairy Queen. This road is 

called West Park Road.  
_ You will cross a creek and there is a campground on the right. Travel 1 

mile on this road, and then make a left turn onto Kelly Road.  
_ After 1 mile, you will come to a stop sign. Continue to go straight for 

another mile.  
_ At the stop sign, make a sharp right onto Taggart Road. Crestfield is on 

the left, at the top of the hill.  
 
 
 


